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"World's finest dial system 


In 1895, Mr. J. Smith Lanier laid the groundwork for the Inter- 
state Telephone Company of West Point, Ga. On January 14, 
1950, Mr. Lanier saw a dream come true when his company 






¥ ee’ cut over its new 1000 line Stromberg-Carlson XY dial exchange 
™, serving the towns of West Point, Ga., Lanett, Ala., and 
N Shawmut, Ala. Fifty-five years of ‘‘precise planning and hard 


work’’ had enabled this. pioneer to surmount the obstacles of 
J. SMITH LANIER floods, tornadoes, and three wars . . . and to bring to the 
Chattahoochee Valley the world’s finest dial system: 

To Mr. Lanier, we of Stromberg-Carlson can only say, ‘‘Thank you for your words of 
praise.’’ To independent telephone company owners everywhere, we say, “If dial - es 
service is in your future, it will pay you to investigate the exclusive advantages of eee 
Stromberg-Carlson XY.”’ 





Compact, Streamlined XY Exchange 
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Line Finder—Trunking Bays 





Stromberg-Carlson X 


Factory, General Offices: Rochester 3, N. Y. Branch Offices: Atlanta 3, Chicago 6, Me ai 



























“At last --- I've got a true 
LIGHT-DUTY four-wheel-drive” 





“and I can mount something on the 
front end without butchering the truck” 









“ it’s low enough so I can shovel into it 
without breaking my back” 





= ‘Now! can drive on all four wheels all the time, without 
) undue strain on the drive line or excessive front-tire wear.” 


“and this 70-inch cab is as big as xy 
any on the truck market” ey 













NEW! 
Model LD 
14,500 Ibs. 
Gross Vehicle 
Weight 






Created for an Entively New FWD work-range 7) cn. ME Facts 


o ‘ folder, “The Story of the 

Now you can have a true four-wheel-drive to completely fill the needs which con- 4 LD”. Seo veur eae ra 

v-rsions and conventional trucks have sought to answer. This new model—the LD 

— assures you of correct distribution of load and power, for maximum safe ty and = THE FOUR WHEEL DRIVE AUTO Co. 
Clintonville, Wisconsin 

ec mnomy. And—it has a real truck engine—so essential to efficiency for this work- Snuitheg Maenchin Wiadienee, Cie. 


raige. The LD completely answers demand for an FWD in this broad field. World-Wide Sales and Service 





it | GET ALL THE FACTS 


tributor or write FWD. 


Built by the Makers of America’s Foremost Heavy-Duty Trucks 
MAI CH 25, 1950 g 
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IT'S “"HAHRED" TO ENUNCIATE. The St. Louis Star-Times 
reported an incident which “transpahred” recently in McAllen, Tex. 
As the newspaper told it, “A woman got on the wahr and tried to 
telephone the nearby town of Pharr. The switchboard operator 
thought she was reporting a fahr. So, without stopping to inquahr, 
she sounded the fahr alarm and aroused the entahr community. 
Most of the volunteer fahr fighters had already retahred. They 
began to perspahr and struggle into their fahrfighting attahr. It 


was the nicest little mix-up you could desahr.” 

Inspahred by the entahr affair, the Star-Times warned its readers 
that “Some people are used to damyankee accents.”’ and suggests 
that they acquahr the habit of speaking plainly on the telephone. 
“When you mean Pharr, say Pharr.” it advised, “and when you 


. 


mean fahr, say fahr. 


TELEPHONE BROADCAST —HOOPER RATING HIGH. 
There are from 10 to 100 “shut-ins” near Tiverton, R. 1.. who are 
benefiting because C. LeRoy Grinnell, editor of the Newport County 
Sentinel, has a kind heart and can play the organ. 

Mr. Grinnell’s unique community service may represent the small- 
est “broadcasting station” in the world, but measured in kindness, 
it gets a top Hooper rating. 

For about 20 hours weekly, Mr. Grinnell plays his Hammond 
organ over the telephone. He places it on the tone cabinet. The 
telephone company establishes joint connections with old people, 
invalids and ill persons, so they can hear the editor play their 
favorites and request numbers. 

He has found the shut-ins will forego any other entertainment to 
listen to his telephone broadcasts. 

Among his steady listeners is a deaf woman who cannot hear a 
radio but can hear a telephone. Others are bedridden with arthritis 
and some are blind. The editor admits that he has one of the 
biggest telephone bills in Newport County but considers it “the most 
rewarding hobby” he could have. 


HE WOULDN'T LETT AA THING INTERFERE. James Lett. 
garage man in Wyalong, Australia, finished a long distance tele- 
phone call before killing a poisonous, four-foot malee snake which 
slithered into his living room. 

Mr. Lett was on the telephone when he heard a hissing noise at 
the door. He called for his wife when he saw a snake crawling 
toward their small baby, told her to remove the baby and close the 
door. 

The call was important, so Mr. Lett finished the conversation, 
then killed the snake. 


“BABY, IT'S COLD OUTSIDE. ... " An Illinois woman wasn’t 
taking any chances with the creature comforts during the recent 
coal crisis, even when offered the commonly accepted material re- 
quirements for matrimony. 

The Dixon Evening Telegraph carried an advertisement: “Young 
man 24; would like to marry Christian girl. Have steady job and 


or 


apartment. ... 
The skeptic telephoned the newspaper and asked, “Is the apart- 


ment heated?” 
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BY FRANCIS X. WELCH 
WASHINGTON EDITOR 


State legislatures getting ''model bill’ for setting up telephone 

cooperatives. . . . Common source of inspiration indicated. 

Wickard discusses REA telephone loan program before Senate 
committee. . . . FCC reorganization set-up reviewed. 


“Model Bill" for State Co-ops? 
HE 
state 


bills in the 
the 


cooperatives 


flurry of 
for 


tele phone 


recent 
legislatures creatio1 
f rural 
sates 


a very definite impression that 


have some common source of in 


What is 


etty astute 


there is some 
that the in 


somewhere 


ration. more, 
speculation 
found 


the District of 


ation is to be 


Columbia. 


e situation recalls the early part 
he New Deal when a drive was 
erway for launching public powe) 


ects and REA co-ops. About a 
en so-called ‘“‘model bills” dealing 
arious facets of public owne 


establishment of 
the 
state 


(the 
districts, 


promotion 
utility authoriza 


if revenue bonds, public 
authorities, REA 


Irganizational 


and 


CO-ODps, 
features) made 
taneous numerous 


the 


appearances in 
egislatures during 


a LO36. 


years 


the 
common 


later became known as 
Leke bills’”’ the 


ption that they had been drafted 


because of 
ers of the Interior Department, 

Harold L. 
Only one state, to this writer’s 
the 


eaded by Secretary 


edge, 


Mississippi, swallowed 


e dozen bills without gagging. 
various other states picked up 
s and pieces, here and there. The 
t was the enactment of a_ sub- 
tial segment of public ownership 
rity laws, under which so-called 
ic power has made great strides 
he United States during the past 


ars. 


the 
p bills is all the more noteworthy 
tuse this year, 1950, does not hap- 


e appearance of telephone 


to be the “big biennial” year for 
state legislatures to meet. Only 
t state legislatures meet in regular 
ion this year: Kentucky, Louisiana, 
ssachusetts, Mississippi, New Jer- 

New York, Rhode Island, and 
ginia. Two of these states—Missis- 
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sippi and Louisiana already have 


laws authorizing creation of telephone 


cooperatives. Four of the others are 
industrial eastern states, where the 
rural telephone cooperative is of littl 
or no significance—Massachusetts, New 
Jersey, New York, and Rhode Island 

It is noteworthy that in both of the 


two remaining states—Kentucky and 


Virginia—rural telephone cooperative 


bills similar in language and origin 
have made an appearance. In Virginia, 
the bill was enacted into law afte 
considerable modification. In Kentucky 
(at this writing) the bill had passed 
the state Senate, after some modifica 
tion (by unanimous vote). 

In two other states Texas and 
Georgia rural telephone cooperative 
bills have been enacted into law during 
this year, 1950, as a result of special 
sessions of the legislature (primarily 
called for other purposes). The point 


the observatio1 


movement 1s 


discussion IS 


of this 


that a definite afoot to 
more of these rural telephone co 


Fur- 


get 


operative bills enacted into law. 


thermore, we can expect the “big push” 


to come next 


no less than 


(1951) wher 


14 state legislatures meet 


January 


in regular session. 





USITA CONFERENCE 
TO BE RESTRICTED 


The United States Independent 


Telephone Association has 
that 


spring Executives’ Conference, 


an- 
nounced attendance at its 
aside from outside speakers, will 
the 


manufac- 


be restricted to members of 


association, including 


turers, suppliers and state 


asso- 
ciation presidents and secretaries. 

The conference will be held at 
the Hotel in White 
Sulphur Springs, W. Va., on Apr. 
10 and 11. 


Greenbrier 














The bill recently passed by the Texas 
legislature is a good example of what 


can happen, suddenly, in the course of 


a special session of the legislature 
originally called for an entirely dif 


ferent purpose. Critics of the bill orig- 


inally introduced in Texas managed 


to succeed in getting anti-duplication 
the final bill. 


coopera 


clauses incorporated in 


One provision would prevent 


tives from duplicating a system per 


forming “reasonably adequate” service. 


Another would explicitly prevent co-ops 


from forcing small company consolida 
tions where reasonable service exists. 
Opponents of the bill were most suc 
cessful in basing their arguments for 


modification on somewhat parallel pro 


visions of the federal Rural Telephone 


Loan Act. 

Prior to passage, two sections of the 
bill were struck out. One instructed 
the courts to construe the act liberally 
and the other stated-.that the act 
would supersede existing law in event 


of conflict. 
eliminated 


Another original provision 
the 
“para 


would have given new 


rural telephone cooperatives 


mount” rights of eminent domain (pre- 


sumably as compared with similar 


rights exercised for othe: 
The 
and Virginia bills had certain parallel 


public utili- 


ties). recently enacted Georgia 
features. 


While REA 


has 


Wash 


available 


headquarters in 


ington always made 
sample state bills in the development 
electrification there is 
that it 
any “model” state rural telephone bill 
draft. gut, the 
conjecture, the possibility that the Na 


tional 


of rural co-ops, 


no indication has sponsored 


situation opens to 


Rural Electric Cooperative As 
is encouraging state legisla- 
tion enabling the establishment of rural 


sociation 
telephone cooperatives. This would be 
in anticipation of the expiration of the 
considera- 
existing tele- 
phone organizations under the federal 
REA Telephone Act. This 
year of grace expires next October for 
the existing organizations—mostly In- 
dependent telephone companies. 

Text of the Texas bill, regarding 
co-op “patronage credits” to be honored 
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priority on loan 
extended to 


one-year 
tions now 


Loan one 



























































upon the dissolution of any cooperative, 
follows very closely official REA 
thought on the preservation of the 
co-op form as against any subsequent 
move to convert it to commercial cor- 
porate enterprise. It all goes to indi- 
sate that telephone companies in other 
states may expect similar agitation to 
that experienced in Texas, where the 
bill suddenly appeared in full bloom 
at the tail end of a special session. 
The avowed sponsor of the original 
bill in the Texas legislature did not 
appear entirely familiar with the text 
or salient provisions on the eve of 
committee action. 

federal REA in 
Washington reported little enthusiasm 
there over the restrictive 
placed in the new Virginia co-op tele- 


Sources close to 


provisions 


phone legislation, as approved by both 
state chambers. As in the case of the 
recent Georgia law, the placing of the 
co-ops under state commission control 
seems to come in for most of the hard 
looks at the new laws. The Kentucky 
bill—as it passed the state senate, 28-0 

also made the co-ops subject to the 
state public service commission. 

Under the recently enacted Virginia 
law the cooperatives would operate on 
a basis similar to the electric coopera- 
tives now in existence. The organiza- 
tions would be non-profit in nature, 
and would be set up for the sole 
purpose of channeling telephone serv- 
ice to rural users. 


REA Developments 
Things have been relatively quiet on 
the telephone front at REA due to a 
couple of distracting 
(1) Preoecupation of 


circumstances: 
REA officials 
with a brief but intensive inquiry into 
REA loans for so-called “super power 
co-ops,” and (2) slight illness of REA 
Administrator Wickard. Several new 
telephone loans, in addition to the two 
already given tentative approval, for 
the Florala (Ala.) Telephone Co. and 
New Lisbon (Ind.) Telephone Co., are 
due for early clearance. One of these 
is reliably reported to be for the tele- 
phone company operating in Rotterdam 
Junction, N. Y. (Pattersonville Tele- 
phone Co.). 

Telephone companies will still get 
considerable assurance from the recent 
testimony by REA Administrator 
Wickard before the Senate Appropria- 
tions Sub-committee on Agriculture. 
Practically all of Wickard’s testimony 
had to do with REA rural electrifica- 
tion loan policies. He did give some 
brief but noteworthy § attention to 
REA’s new rural telephone loan func- 
Wickard said that all of the 
loan applications received as of that 


tions. 


time (late February) amounted to more 
than $38,000,000—considerably in ex- 
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"So ...a ‘Peeping Tom'!" 


funds REA has for loans 
for the rest of this fiscal year (end- 
1950). 


cess of the 


ing July 1, 

Administrator Wickard went on to 
say, however, that REA will continue 
to favor loans to existing commercial 
telephone companies even after the ex- 
piration of the one-year statutory 
preference in favor of such companies 
(on Oct. 28, 1950). He explained that 
existing telephone companies are the 
most economical agencies for getting 
telephone service to the people in the 
rural areas. 


Wickard rejected, as untrue, the sug- 


‘gestion that REA is stalling all tele- 


phone company loan applications in an 
effort to “wait out” the one-year grace 
required before REA can make loans 
to cooperatives or newly-formed tele- 
added that 
REA is not trying to force coopera- 
tives into the telephone business field. 
He noted in passing that REA recog- 
nizes the telephone business is more 


phone organizations. He 


of an economic hazard than the elec- 
tric business—from the standpoint of 
getting it established or re-established 
in the rural areas. 


It was for this reason, Wickat 


plained, that more equity is requ 
for a rural telephone loan tha 

been required in the financing of 1 
electrification facilities. In plain w 
a farmer has to make so much of 
investment of his own, in order t 


the real benefit of the 


1 
rurati ee 


service, that there is little risk he 

abandon it once he has been connect 
to the power line. But in the cass 
rural telephone service, the farme} 

little or no personal stake with 
result that the economic risk is 
tirely on the agency furnishing 

telephone service. As to the dela) 
making rural teleph« 
loans, Wickard explained once mo 
that REA is having a difficult tin 
assembling a trained staff of peo] 


so far, in 


who are familiar with the telepho 
business and its economic ramificatio 

In this connection there should 
noted the appointment, on Mar. 9, 
a new assistant chief of the REA A 
plications and Loans Division. T! 
new assistant chief will have char: 


of all REA 
(Please turn to page 36) 
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applications and loa 








CLIFTON, N. J., school princi- 
pal recently cited a startling in- 


crease of 


failures in 
classroom work and attributed it to too 


children’s 


many evening hours spent before tele- 


vision screens. An was made 


appeal 
the 
their offspring and to see that home 


to parents to regulate bedtimes 


ork received proper attention. 


there has been an 


represented by 60 per 


that 
provement 


Since time, 


t fewer failing grades in the school 
at Clifton. The result indicates that 
the fault was not video, but too much 

leo. That is something parents can 
control. 


Television holds gyreat possibilities of 


St ce in education. Stations generally 


eareful to direct children’s pro 


9 ns to the early evening hours. But 


children are allowed to stay up 


t 


0 follow hockey and 


the 


yames mul 


nysteries, result is sleepiness, 


tention, and unprepared lessons 


lay. 


have every reason to believe 


necessary adjustments will be 





Y in time for we well remembet 
many years ago when children 

s half the night, to the detriment 

eir homework, with a_ headset 

c ed on their ears listening on a 
c | radio receiving set. It would 


that an indispensable accessory 


mily TV is a firm parent who sees 
that 


ent, and then knows when to say, 


lessons come before enter- 


time to go to bed.” 


e ee 
as been said: “The average wife 


20 per cent faster than her hus- 


listens.” 
ee @ 
eader informs us that he is con- 


1 regarding the 
vy for eables of 


reel lengths to 
400 pair, and 
to be used in the rebuilding of 
derground distribution plant. He 
that they will have excessive 
regardless of the lengths speci- 
the that obstructions 
€ encountered during excavations 
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Ai or 


reason 


so that 
changed. 


manhole locations must be 
While this is a problem, we 
admit, it is solved by some companies 
by ordering cable with the exact cut- 
This not 
imply that each length will be carried 


ting lengths specified. does 


on a separate reel as often two or more 


lengths may be combined on one reel 


and then cut to manhole section lengths 


on the job. 
The plant may also be laid out and 
the total cable lengths of each size 


determined, but the lengths 
need not be specified until definite man 
hole 


Cable 


cutting 


locations have been determined. 


manufacturers are now making 


prompt doubt that 


this 


delivery and we 


arrangement, if used, will cause 


any serious delay. 


It would that the 


may be 


seem 
Call” 


of place in the 


term ‘Long 


Distance somewhat out 


present scheme of 


things. Admittedly, there should be 


some term to designate an out-of-town 


call from a local call, but it does not 
seem entirely correct to designate a 
eall as long distance whether it be 
made over a distance of 50 miles o1 


half-way around the world. Perhaps 


“Extended Call” would prove more de 
seriptive. 


e e©@e 

According to a recent article in The 
Saturday Evening Post, the Carlton in 
Washington, D. C., claims to be the 


only hotel in the world with a telephone 
in every bathroom. We know the Carl 
ton has these conveniences, for we have 
them. 


seen some of 


these 
are not the first telephones to be in- 
stalled in this novel 


to our attention. 


However, 
location to come 
Years ago, a certain 
Major General, now retired and passed 
on to his reward, had the Signal Corps 
install telephones in all the bathrooms 
in his army quarters. 


It has been said that the scheme to 
national debt (incurred by 


spending too much tax money) by rais- 


reduce the 





ing taxes still higher is like feeding a 
nothing but her milk 
more of it. 


cow own only 


An incident related in a recent issue 
of the Electrical World points out the 
danger of grounding telephone circuits 
to gas and the 
resident of the 
northwest decided to insulate the water 
pipes Miles away a 
wind blew a tree over onto a transmis- 


water pipes. During 


recent cold snap, a 


under his house. 


sion line. The load thrown onto anothe1 
the caused it to short 
a telephone circuit which was grounded 


line in system 
to the telephone subscriber’s gas and 
W hen he 
the charge 
startled, he 


striking it on 


water pipes. was in the base- 


ment, blew up his 


furnace 


and, suddenly raised his 
the 


and he 


head, floor studs. 


His 
short 


neck was broken, died a 


time later. 


We have always contended that tele- 
phone numbers should be placed on all 
business cards, stationery and all othe 
locations where they may serve a use- 
ful purpose. In these days, an address 
is just not complete without your tele- 
phone number. 

This 


cently 


point 
when a 


was correct re- 
the 


from a 


proved 
friend of 
Washington 


writer’s 
returned to long 
train trip. In the confusion of “‘share- 
the-ride” at the taxi loading platform 


at the station, our friend’s handbag was 


placed in one cab while he got into 
another. His telephone number and 
name were plainly typed on his baggage 
tag and the cab driver called within 


an hour and the baggage was recovered. 
ee ee 


It appears obvious that if 
present-day rural telephone service is 
to prove adequate, extension sets and 
loud ringing bells must be installed on 
the average farm. 
phone 


clearly 


Perhaps rural tele- 
the past has not 
proved popular in a number of cases 
because it was often impossible to reach 
the party desired promptly. In a num- 
ber of instances, this was because the 
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line was continually busy—because of 
overloading—as well as the fact that 
often the entire family would be out 
of the house and, therefore, could not 
hear the telephone ring. Frequently, it 
proved much easier and quicker to 
drive three or four miles to see a man 
than to call him on the telephone. 
We have information to the effect 
that some companies have _ installed 
extension telephones and buzzer call 





Q. In your opinion, should a_ gas 
engine driven emergency generator be 
provided in a common battery exchange 


of 500 lines? 


A. The mission of any telephone 
company, regardless of size, is to fur- 
nish uninterrupted telephone service to 
its customers in so far as possible. 

If the commercial power supply to 
any exchange is subjected to power 
failures of such duration that the 
capacity of the storage batteries will 
not carry the exchange and provide 
normal service, then we believe that 
the installation of a gas engine driven 
emergency generator is justified. 


@. Is there any information available 
as to how spun cable compares with 
cable suspended from the strand in 
rings in regard to damage from light- 
ning? 

A. We are advised by several field 
engineers that damage from lightning 
and power contacts on spun cable has 
proved considerably less than that of 
“able in rings. This is especially true 
when cable in rings is not securely 
bonded to the strand at regular inter- 
vals. It is claimed that the reason for 
this is because lightning has a tendency 
to disperse itself in a shorter distance 
on spun cable, thereby resulting in ap- 
preciably less damage to same. This is 
no doubt on account of the fact that 
there is a constant bond between the 
spinning wire, strand and cable sheath, 
and a potential does not build up to 
discharge to ground at certain points, 
which usually damages the cable. 

eee 


Q. We often wonder why guards ure 
required on down guys when they are 
not damaged frequently. We shall ap- 
preciate receiving your views on_ this 
subject. 

A. In our opinion, guy guards are 
seldom damaged because they so ef- 
fectively serve the purpose for which 
they were intended, that is, their job 
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systems between house and barn on a 
number of farms. This service is not 
only proving extremely popular, but is 
also increasing revenues of the com- 
pany. Often, a loud ringing bell in the 
farm yard will also prove of material 
help. 

We firmly believe that with a few 
refinements, farm telephone service will 
prove equally as popular and more use- 
ful than the metropolitan variety. 


of preventing moving objects from 
striking the guys. 

As a general rule, guards should be 
installed on all exposed guys where 
from the old to the new strand in 
people, vehicles or animals might col- 
lide with them. 

When guys are located near a build- 
ing wall or a fence, often a guard is 
not required. 

Exposed gnys when not equipped 
with a guard of some kind are most 
difficult to see and may prove a hazard 
to safety. 

o o se 


Q. We have an old aerial cable that 
appears to be in good condition, how- 
ever, the rings and messenger strand 
are rusty and must be replaced. Is it 
considered good practice to install new 
strand and suspend the old cable on it 
by the spinner method? 

A. If the old cable is in good condi- 
tion, there is no objection to this ar- 
rangement. We have personal knowl- 
edge of some cases where old cable has 
worn out two or three different mes- 
senger strands. In this connection, care 
must be taken to transfer the cable 
in order to avoid damaging it. 


Q. Will we be safe in connecting 
loud speaker type intercommunication 
systems through our exchange cables? 

A. This arrangement will prove sat- 
isfactory providing the zero level type 
of system is used. 

If the high level type system is used, 
we would not recommend that you con- 
nect it through the exchange cable 
as it will probably cause cross-talk 
interference. 

ee e@ 


Q. Will it be possible to use battery 
eliminators in lieu of dry cells on our 
magneto telephones? Also, if this can 
be done, what arrangement may be fur- 
nished to provide service during power 
failures? 


A. This arrangement is possible, anc 
the required equipment may be pu? 
chased from your telephone supplier. 

Commercial power is most reliabl 
these days and generally failures aré 
neither frequent nor of long duration 
When severe storms or sleet cause fail 
ure of the power lines, the telephon: 
lines usually fail also. In most cases 
power is restored as soon as telephon: 
service. Some operating companie 
that use battery eliminators leave 
few scattered battery operated tel 
phones throughout the area to provid 
emergency service if, and when, r 
quired. 

eee 


Q. We are advised that by making 
use of high tensile strength wire, 600 
ft. spans may be used on rural lines. 
When this system is used, how may 
transpositions be accurately spaced? 

A. Since it is true that transposi 
tions cannot be accurately located o 
poles which are separated by a distanc« 
of 600 ft., the span type transpositio 
bracket, therefore, must be used. This 
bracket may be installed at a pole and 
then towed out into the span to the 
desired location. The line should be 
measured and the transpositions |! 
cated accurately for best results. 


Q. We are planning the installation 
of some new exchange cable plant ex- 
tensions and are advised that small 10- 
pair cables cannot be used to advantage 
for modern plant distribution. What is 
your opinion? 

A. This, of course, will depend t 
great extent upon local conditions and 
the nature of your distribution plant 
On an average, the use of cables 
smaller than 25 pairs will probably not 
prove an advantage. When a 10 
15-pair is installed, in many cases, 
will prove inadequate within a f 
years, and must be replaced by a larg: 
size. On the other hand, if a cable is 
only to serve a small number of st 
tions in a given area, say five or s 
with no possibility of any future 
crease, a 10-pair cable will suffice. 


Q. Is it considered a desirable pr: 
tice to make major repairs to te! 
phone dials in the exchange? 

A. In general, we would say tl 
only minor repairs, adjustments a 
lubrication of dials should be attempt 
in the exchange. Except when a 
qualified workman is available, ma 
dial repair and parts replacement W 
not prove economical. When qualifi 
workmen are not available, it usua 
proves a better plan to return dials 
their manufacturer for major ov 
hauls. 
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WITCHBOARD operators through- 
out the nation 
the federal 


mposed on local and long distance tele- 


are familiar with 


wartime excise taxes 
shone service, as they have been com- 
yuting these taxes for many years and 
il'¢ still 


ese taxes compare 


doing so. Do you know how 
with those placed 
The 


supply this information: 


other items? following table 


Jewelry 20 per cent 
gyerage .20 per cent 

( osmetics er 20 per cent 
lransportation . ..1l» per cent 
Telephone Toll Charges 25 per cent 
ephone Local Charges 15 per cen 
refresh out memories, the Val 
excise taxes, particularly thos 

té lephone service, were put on dul 
the war to discourage the use and 
sumption of luxury items and com 
ication services in order to fre 
duction forees and communication 
nels for the war effort. As the in 


led purpose of these taxes was to 


certain civilian businesses 


lrage 


tax rates were excessive. 


working during the 
that there 


facilities o1 


erators Wal 


s well remembet were 
e} ough 
e the 
But this period is over: however, 


still 


personnel to 


volume of telephone busi- 


excise taxes are with us. 


fortunately, many telephone cus- 
s are not tax conscious when they 
thei 
phone bills. Ordinarily, if they com- 
about the bill, 
speak of the total amount as the 


to the central office to pay 


amount of thei: 


ge for telephone service, and do 


deduct the amount of the excise 
s which are merely collected by the 
shone company to be turned over to 
federal government. 

itchboard that 


shone service is not a luxury, but 


operators know 


tal necessity. They know many 
e calls they 
ng from the tone of 
and manner. Operators know life 


property are frequently saved by 


answer are urgent, 


customer’s 


prompt response to a line signal 
a customer is in distress or his 
erty is threatened by fire. They 
so aware that the telephone is the 
im through which their customers’ 
esses conducted—the 


are erocer, 
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baker, the undertaker, the broker, the 
beauty shop, the doctor, the newspaper 


office, and many others too numerous to 
mention. 


The need for discouraging the civil- 


ian consumption of scarce materials 


and services has long since ended. 


Therefore, the excise taxes have a det 
rimental effect upon the telephone com 


panies and their revenues, and they 
should be repealed. What affects you 
company affects you and every em 


ploye engaged in the telephone indus- 


You 


switchboard 


“What 
operat . do to 


may say, can I, as a 


have the 


excise taxes on toli charges 


by 


congress 


and local 





repealed?” You can do a great dea 


voicing your opinion to youl 


Many 


are 


mal or senator. operators 1 


small communities personally ac 


quainted with their representative 01 
senator. One or the other may be yout 
neighbor and, if so, it will be very 


simple to voice your protest against 
the excise taxes. 
If you do not know your senator 01 


representative personally, you can W rite 


a letter to him. Just a simple letter, ir 
your own words, is all that is neces 
sary. 


If your customers complain about the 
amount of their bill, 
take the action to 


the excise taxes repealed. 


telephone urge 


them to same have 


Looking at the matter of excise taxes 
from a personal standpoint, in addition 
to the 
repeal of this burdensome tax, it 
“Great Day” for all 
when it 


many benefits derived from the 
will 
be a switchboard 


operators will no longer be 


necessary to compute it on toll calls. 


Traffic Questions 
(1) To which calls do report charges 
apply? 


(2) Are “BNR” and “PN” consid 
ered as chargeable reports if a call 
becomes a messenger call because the 


called line is out of order and a 


ticular person was not specified? 


par 


(3) The called party refuses to talk. 
Is this a chargeable report? 

(4) Do you ever make more than one 
report charge on a call? 

(5) Is a report received from a cen- 
tral office operator at the called place 


relative to the called party, chargeable 


if the called station was not reached? 


Answers are presented on 


Vv 


Henry M. Bascom, 
Bell Engineer, Dies 

Henry M. Bascom, a former director 
Bell 
Mar. 14 
He was 


page 40. 


engineering of the 
died 


after an illness of three weeks. 


of switching 


Telephone Laboratories, 


66 years old. 


Mr. Bascom had retired from the 
sell System in 1947, after more than 
11 years’ service. He was the holder 


than 
equipment 


of more 70 patents on communi- 


cations developed individu 


ally and with associates. During World 


War II he directed a Bell laboratories 
group which devised an anti-aircraft 
radar. 


Bell 


System Mr. Bascom had been with the 


Sinee his retirement from the 


Stromberg-Carlson Co., Rochester, 


’ 


N. Y., where he was a senior consult- 
ing engineer. 

Mr. Bascom, who was born in Cat- 
skill, N. Y., joined in 1899 the Acme 


Telephone Co. in New York. He worked 
there for a year and then for six years 
with the 
1906 Mr. Bascom entered the engineer- 
ing department of the New York and 
New Jersey Telephone Co., and in 1909 


Ericsson Telephone Co. In 


he went to the American Telephone & 
Telegraph Co. 

When the development and research 
department of AT&T was merged with 
Bell 1934, Mr. 
became facilities director of the 


laboratories in Bascom 
local 
system’s development department. He 
became director of switching engineer- 
ing in 1940. 

He is Mrs. 
Frances A. Bascom; two daughters, 
Mrs. Janet Hoffbauer, Montclair, N. J., 
Mrs. Dorothea McAllister, 
N. Y.; a brother, Earle C 
Brooklyn, N. Y.; a 
Stringham, Wappingers 
N. Y., and three grandchildren. 


Vv 


>> It has been said: “Federal aid is a 
taken 
the people look like a gift when it’s 
handed back.” 


survived by his widow, 


and Scears- 
Bas- 
Mrs. 


Falls, 


dale, 
som, sister, 


George 


system of making money from 
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MAINTENANCE TESTING EQUIPMENT 


THER factors to be considered 
in the operation of dry cells are 
their efficiency, capacity, and 


power output in watts. The watt is in- 
dicative of the total electrical energy 
or power flowing in a circuit at any 
particular moment and 
the current in amperes 


depends upon 
and EMF. 
The EMF and current of dry bat- 
teries may differ considerably but a 
given wattage may be obtained from a 
combination of any EMF and current 
value, as indicated in Chart I. 
The amount of power that 
furnished by a dry cell is directly 
proportional to the square of its EMF, 
divided by its internal resistance, and 
is equal to the number of watts ex- 
pended by the cell on short circuit. 


can be 


If (P) represents the power in watts 


from a single cell, then by formula: 
P—E*+r. Example: A cell has an 
EMF of 1.5 volts and internal resist- 
ance (1) of 0.15 ohm, then P=E‘*~r, 


or 1.5x1.5=2.25=+.15=15 watts. 


Again the watts may be calculated 
as follows: (1) I=E~<r, or 1.5~+.15 
10 amperes; (2) P=Tr, or 10x10 


100x.15~—15 watts, as before. 


In these examples, owing to external 
all the 
inside the cell. 
However, in the normal operation of a 


resistance not being involved, 


energy is expended 
dry cell in a circuit the energy may be 


expended as a small current for a 


long period or a 
short 


large current for a 


time. Therefore, while the total 
energy in the cell is fixed by the active 
materials the the cell 
vary over a wide range. 


power of may 


The capacity of a dry cell cannot be 


stated as a single definite value. It 


may, however, be defined in several 
ways. Two of these are: (1) the 
ampere-second, and (2) the watt-sec- 


ond (or joule). The ampere-second is 
a unit of quantity and is the amount 
of electrical energy transferred by a 
current of ampere in second, 
and is used directly as a unit in con- 
nection with 


one one 
similar de- 
vices involving electrolytic action. The 
number of amperes, multiplied by the 
number of the current flows, 
gives the ampere-seconds and may be 
used as the basis for the measurement 
of energy delivered to a circuit. 


batteries and 


seconds 


Dry batteries are usually rated on 
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PART XXIX. The 
article in this series appeared in 
the Mar. II issue. p. 19. 


preceding 











the 
which 


intermittent basis, 


intervals of 


ampere-second 
presupposes dis- 
charge and rest periods. However, the 
ampere-second capacity of a dry cell 
is not constant; the higher the rate of 
discharge, the lower the capacity. 

Examples of ampere-second applica- 
tion: 

(ly) A 
average discharge of 0.090 amperes in 
a test for What 
electrical been 
By formula: Q 
equals quantity, “A” 


dry battery maintains an 


cireuit five minutes. 


quantity of energy has 


AS, where “Q” 


used? 
amperes and “S 
seconds, hence, 0.090 x (5x60) =—27 
ampere-seconds. 

(2) What “AS” bat- 


tery is required to operate a piece of 


capacity dry 


testing equipment for 1.5 hours assum- 


ing a continuous current flow of 80 
per cent of the full load operating 
current of 0.045 ampere, the minimum 
operating value being 0.015 ampere? 


The “AS” equals the sum of 


the minimum value and 80 per cent of 


capacity 


from the watt-second, and is a meas 
ure of the amount of energy consume: 


or work performed during a specified 


time. That is, the electrical energy 
delivered in a circuit depends upo1 
both the power and the duration of 
the supply. Therefore, unit values 


both quantity and time, are necessary 
for its 


Example: A 


measurement. 


piece of testing equi) 


ment having a resistance of 1,000 ohms 


requires 0.024 ampere for its opera 
tion, what is the work done if it is 
use for 0.9 seconds? (1) E=I R, « 


(2) W=E* t-R, 


equals work (joules), “E’ 


.024 x 1000 = 24 
where “W” 
volts and ‘“t”’ 
1000 = 0.5184 


024 x 9 


volts: 


q) 


1x 
Et, 


hence 24 x 2 
Again, W 


joutes. 


time, 
joules. 
24 x 0.5184 
the 
capacity of a dry battery by its EMF, 


By multiplying ampere-seco! 


its watt-second capacity is obtained 
Thus a 24-volt, 3,000 ampere-seco) 
battery has 24x 3,000—72,000 watt 
seconds capacity on an intermittent use 
basis. 

The life of a dry battery as use 
under a certain test condition may 
approximated as show n Chart Il 
Assume that the battery has a capa 


itv of 72,000 watt-seconds and 





























average of 7,866 watt-seconds are use 
the full load value, or (60 see. x 90 per day, a fresh battery should 
min. 5400 seconds) x .015~—81, and 72,000--7,866=9, or approximately 
5400 x 045 x 8° 194.4. The actual gays hefore requiring replacing 
requirements call for a battery capac- 
ity of 81+ 194.4—275.4 ampere-seconds. a | 
Any battery rated above this would VOLTS (MPERES WATTS 
fill the requirements. Ls 0.080 0.12 
Although the wattage indicates the 2.0 0.040 0.12 
amount of electrical energy flowing in 6.0 0.020 0.12 
a test ecireult at a given moment, it 12 0.010 0.12 
does not indicate the total quantity of 24 0.005 0.12 
energy that has flowed during a_ spe- 
cific period of time. This is determined Chart | 
Equipment os 
in Test Set Amount Watts is Wiaialle W atts-Seconds 
METERS 2 0.1265 8100 1025 
LAMPS 7 2.43 5400 13122 
RELAY I 1.152 7200 $294 
RELAY l 0.385 9900 3812 
RELAY l 3.125 1500 14063 
BUZZER I 0.48 9900 1752 
TOTAL PER WEEK 55067 
AVERAGE PER WEEK 7866 
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is the 


The efficiency of a dry cell 
ratio of the external energy supplied 


to the total 
ever, a dry cell is 
efficient, but 
ciency in 


energy developed. How- 

not 100 per cent 
new, it has an effi- 
accordance with 
the purity, 
and uniformity of the materials used 


when 
its internal 


resistance and character, 


in its construction. 


An absolutely perfect dry cell (one 
without internal 
all of its to the external 
circuit, but owing to a portion of the 


energy being lost in the cell’s internal 


resistance) would de- 


iiver energy 


resistance, the useful energy is always 
less than the total energy expended in 
For the total 
energy expended is represented by 100, 


the circuit. instance, if 
and one quarter is unavailable for use- 

il work, the efficiency would be 75 pet 
cent. 


The battery can be deter- 


mined by dividing the resistance of the 


efficiency 


external circuit by the external resist- 


nee, plus the battery internal re- 
sistance. Example: What is the effi- 
ciency of a battery of 15 dry cells 


ined in series and supplying current 
three 18-volt, 0.81 watt switchboard 
amps connected in parallel, with each 
cell internal resistance 0.5 ohms? 
(1) R=E*=P, or 18x18 24 
x .81)=133 ohms; (2) r=—15x.3=4.5 
ms (5) Efficiency R R Le oO} 
(133 1.5) —.82 or 82 per cent. 
The required number of dry cells fot 


given efficiency may. be determined 
Op- 
ampere to be 


follows. Assume 


0.125 


Example: an 
ing current of 
plied through several pieces of test 
equipment having a Joint resistance 
EMF of 


needed 


Each cell has an 
How 
an operating 
t? r—R (1 

ila the 


02 ohms. 


volts. many cells are 
efficiency of 8&5 
-eff.) = eff. In 


per cent efficiency is ex 


the 


pe? 
this 


essed aS a 


decimal, resistance 





of the external circuit is multi- 
a by the complement (1l-eff.) of 
efficiency, the product is divided by 
efficiency (eff.), and the result 
als the battery internal resistance 
(1) r=R (1-eff.)=eff., or (1.00 
15 x 302 BD 53 ohms. 
2) r+R, or 53+302=355 ohms, the 


tal resistance of the circuit. 


3) E=I R, or .125 x 355=44.4 volts, 
e required EMF, but as this is a 
xed number, the next highest inte- 
al number, or 45 volts is taken. 

(4) N E e, or 15 1.5 30 dry 


iS 


Therefore, 30 dry cells connected 
series will be required to furnish 
operating efficiency of 85 per cent 
the test circuit. 


(To Be Continued) 
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Nebraska Telephone  Associa- 
tion, Paxton Hotel, Omaha, Mar. 
28 and 29. 

Iowa Independent Telephone 
Fort Des Moines 
Hotel, Des Moines, Apr. 4 and 5. 


Association, 


National Executives’ Conference 
(United States Independent Tele- 
Association) Greenbrier 


White 
Apr. 


phone 
Hotel. 
We Wie 


Sulphur 


Springs, 


Ohio 
Association, 
tel, 


26. 


Telephone 
Deshler-Wallick Ho- 
Apr. 24, 25, and 


Independent 


Columbus, 


Indiana Telephone Association, 
Claypool Hotel, Indianapolis, May 
3 and 4. 


Pennsylvania Independent Tele- 
Ho- 


Roosevelt 
tel, Pittsburgh. May 8 and 9. 


phone Association, 


Kansas Telephone Association, 





COMING CONVENTIONS 


New York State Telephone As 


sociation, Seneca Hotel, Roch. 
ester, May 24 and 25. 

California Independent Tele- 
phone Association, Biltmore Ho- 


tel, Los Angeles, June 1 and 2. 


Oregon and Washington Inde- 


pendent Telephone Associations, 
Davenport Hotel, Spokane, Wash., 


June 9 and 10. 


Michigan Independent Tele- 
phone Association, Olds Hotel, 
Lansing, Sept. 14 and 15. 


Rocky Mountain Telephone As- 
Hotel, Salt 
Lake City, Sept. 21 and 22 


sociation, Newhouse 


United States Independent 
Telephone Association, Stevens 
Hotel, Chicago, Oct. 9, 10, and 


Georgia Telephone Association, 








Jayhawk Hotel, Topeka, May 16 Dempsey Hotel, Macon, Nov. 9 
and 17. and 10. 

Wisconsin State Telephone As- Missouri Telephone Association, 
sociation, Park Hotel, Madison, Muehleback Hotel, Kansas City, 
May 16 and 17. Nov. 20 and 21. 

Advance In Radar, Television grams to city homes on a “wired wire 
Seen In Signal Corps’ “G-String” less” basis at present prohibitively 
A revolutionary telephone and tele- high in cost. It also may be possible 
vision transmission line having many pipe television programs at rela- 
industrial and military uses was an tively low cost to areas of the United 
nounced Mar. & bv the U. S. Army tates now out of television range; for 
Signal Corps at the annual convention instance, to midwestern farm belts. 
of the Institute of Radio Engineers in The G-string also may make prac 
New York City. tical, engineers said, the development 
The line, which is simple, highly videophone, by which a telephone 


little to manufac 


ture, promises to open up wholly 


efficient, and costs 
new 
and home 


possibilities in microwaves 


television. It is a single wire with 


special insulation and funnel-shaped 


terminals. 

Inventor of the line is 48-year-old 
Dr. Georg Goubau of the Signal Corps 
Engineering Fort Mon- 
mouth, N. J., who presented a paper 
to the IRE entitled “Surface Wave 
Transmission Line.’ His work was 
paper published in 1899 
by A. Sommerfeld of the University of 
Munich. 

The Signal which the 
device a “G-string” after the inventor’s 


Laboratories, 


based on a 


Corps, calls 
initials, expects it to bring important 
improvements to radar operation. 

One immediate use of Dr. 
G-string may 
means of distributing 


Goubau’s 


be as an inexpensive 


television pro- 


subscriber could go to his local ex- 


change, and 
talk to a 
both 


Signal] 


pick up an instrument, 
friend across the continent 


The 


carry a 


and parties see each other. 


new Corps line could 


hundred such videophone conversations 
single wire, com- 


simultaneously on a 


pared with the ability of today’s single 


coaxial cable to carry only one, the 
engineers state. 
Engineers also pointed out that, 


though this discovery will be of civilian 
use, it will be even more important to 
the Armed 
said the new transmission line is likely 


Forces. The Signal Corps 
to change many radar techniques and 
simplify the difficult 
ing antennas. In 
addition, it will aid military microwave 


problem of feed- 


power to rotating 


relay techniques through greatly im- 
proved transmission of energy from 
set to antenna, thus increasing its 


power and range. 
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This Alphaduct is the nicest looking wire you have ever seen. 
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It’s the “wearingest’” too. We found this out by sending some 
Alphaduct neoprene jacketed drop wire to two independent 


testing laboratories. 


On all tests— bending, insulation, aging, adhesion — Alphaduct 


was far superior to all of the other wires tested. 


We, here at Leich, are proud to offer you the complete line of 
Alphaduct insulated telephone wires. In addition to their “Dated” 
neoprene jacketed drop wire, the Alphaduct line includes 


interior, bridle, jumper, ground, duct and others. 


Do yourself and your plant department a favor. Try 1000 feet 
of this better, longer lasting Alphaduct neoprene jacketed drop 
wire. We'll send it to you from stock. Leich Sales Corporation, 


i27 West Randolph Street, Chicago 6, Illinois. 































ELEPHO NE WIRE 


wi 


4 








———————— 





manufacturer's blue and orange thread 


ila indicates Alphaduct drop wire 





red thread indicates wire delivered in 


1949. This code color is changed 





| 
every year | 
} 
] 


Aiphoduct's simple method of dating drop wire (both neoprene jocketed ond broided) furnishes 

© foolproof method of checking service life. It eliminotes forever costly record keeping. This 1} 
revolutionory method of dating drop wire was originated by Alphoduct in 1947 " your 
osvuronce of the manufacturer's confidence ond willingness to hove you check his product ogeoinst 


oll competition 


reprinted fram Telephon May 21. 1949 


PLANT MAN'S 
male Aaazk 





HERE'S THE DATING 
CULOR CODE CHART 








“The moaintenonce of occurcte service ond the other the yeor it wos monvfoc 1947 «white I} 
} 

records of individvol drop wire installa- tured, which is also usually the yeor placed 1948 = yellow 

tions in the overoge exchonge proves o in service. The dating thread vtilizes o 1949 red 

most difficult tosk. Records of this type, different color each yeor. With this doting 1990 green 

which ore storted in good foith, often ore method, when o drop wire is removed or 1991 blue 


neglected ond seldom prove of much valve. repoired, on examination of this code will 1932 grey 
ys 
- - indicate ot o glonce the monvfocturer of ” — 
is difficulty hos been lorgely over 1934 white and yellow 
the wire ond the year it was instolled 
come by the design of doted drop wire 1953 white amd ved 





thot is now being sold by at least one In ovr opinion, this orrongement repre- 1996 white and green | 
manufacturer. This wire corries two colored sents real progress in the simplificotion of 


threads, one to indicate the monvufocturer occurote plont records. 


ACPHASUCT WIRE B&B CABLE €O; ancctown, ace 10sec || 


Over 30 years of quality manufacturing experience \ 


Reprinted from the June 18, 1949, issue of TELEPHONY. 


alphaduct .. . originator of 
dated drop wire... 


Back in 1947 when they perfected their neoprene drop wire, 
Alphaduct was so sure of its longer service life, that a means was 
devised for dating it. This dating is accomplished by a colored 
thread between the natural rubber insulation and the neoprene 
jacket. This thread is a different color every year. It enables you to 


check, without any record keeping, the service life of your Alphaduct 


drop installations. It is your assurance of the manufacturer’s con- 


fidence in his product against any and all competition. 

















































RURAL EXPANSION, REA CHIEF 





Jopic at Jexas Convention 


By R. C. RENO 


S WAS to be expected, the expan 
sion of rural telephone service 
and the 

program of the 
Administration 


rural telephone loan 


Rural Electrification 
were the chief topics 
of conversation and discussion at the 
annual convention of the Texas Tele 
phone Association, held Mar. 6, 7 and 
8 at San Antonio. 

In addition to having an REA rep 
resentative on the program to explain 
the government’s telephone loan pro- 
gram, an all-afternoon panel forum 
was held, during which questions con 
cerning the REA loan policies were 
asked from the convention floor and 
answered by D. B. Corman, Washing- 
ton, D. C., REA staff consultant and 
former Independent telephone man. 


And, of 


trance into rural telephone financing 


course, the government’s en 


held the center of discussions in and 
around the corridors of the convention 
headquarters. 

While there was much interest in, 
and many inquiries about, the pro- 


REA 


this observer sensed a definite feeling 


cedure for applying fot loans, 
of concern as to whether this form of 
government activity does not and will 
not ultimately provide a threat to the 
private 
larly, 


telephone business. Particu- 
there 


requirements, 


were criticisms of the 


stringent recently laid 











D. T. STRICKLAND 


REA 
governing loans which might 


down by (TELEPHONY, Jan. 15, 
p. 15), 
be made to private commercial tele- 
phone companies as contrasted to the 
requirements covering the financing of 
cooperatives. 

In addition, there was a marked feel 
ing that, before many telephone com 
panies would even consider applying 
for loans, REA will have to “spell out” 
its policies more in detail and be more 
specific in setting forth the conditions 
under which loans will be granted than 


has been the case thus fat 


The convention was welcomed by 
Mayor Jack White of San Antonio and 


the response was given by Ben Smith, 


Dallas, assistant general manager, 
Southwestern Bell Telephone Co., and 
former division manager at San An 
tonio for that company. 

J.B Haley, Austin, executive secre 
tary of the association, in his annual 
report, traced the activities of the asso 
ciation during the past year, stating 
that it was the “busiest” year he had 
put in as the executive officer of the 
association. 

He reported that 14 telephone com 
panies had joined the association during 
the past 12 
others have indicated they plan to be 


months and that many 


come associated with the organization. 


ROY AUTRY 


T. DeWitt 


assistant 


Talmage, Chicago, II 


sales manager, Kellog; 


Switchboard & Supply Co., was. the 


first speaker on the program, address 
convention on: the subject 


Telephone Mo 


ing the 


“Problems of Rural 


ernization.” 


> ° } l 
Before any telephone company ci 


chart plans for a future mode) 


tion program it is first necessary 
it to designate a 


to take 


starting poimt at 
stock of its present situat 
to determine vhere it is fron t 


standpoint of extent and condition 


outside plant, inside plant, and fina 
cial position and ability, M Taln 
stated. 

In connection with a compat V asce 
taining its financial condition, Mr. T 


mage said: 

‘Even good telephone managers 
sometimes found lacking when it com: 
to keeping adequate financial record 
This is a problem that has haunt 
various-sized telephone companies ove 
the years and proves to be a handic: 
when preparing for new financing 
rate cases. Possibly you are interes 
in neither at the present time, but 
cannot 


argue against the fact t 


proper financial records are indisp 
sable to good management and to 


solution of credit and rate problems 
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Recognizing the need for a simplified 
system by small tele- 
phone companies, Mr. Talmage stated 
that his company had prepared such a 
system and that it is available without 


record-keeping 


cost to any telephone company. 
economic 
the 
ers with the least miles of line involves 
the 
ines are extended over a greater area, 


the 
outside plant to 


“Planning layout of 


get most subscrib- 


i number of considerations. As 
careful attention must be paid to a sub 
ect that has not been emphasized too 
the 
namely, engineering 


much in 
field; 


» Yiven 


telephone 
the 
transmission 


Independent 
System 
effective stand- 


ds. This is called ‘zoning of sub- 


The 


equipment es 


scribers’ instruments.’ planned 


listribution of station 


tablishes certain areas where lowe 


ficiency instruments provide adequate 
the 


efficient 


loops shorter than 


the 


aNnSMISSION Ol 


iting loops and more 


similar 


loops,” Mr. 


struments provide 


service on 


¢ onger o1 Tal 


Imiting 


ive stated 


» , r . 
me exchange area efiective 
ocedures, whicl 


lustry, Mr. Talmage 


the general location of the out 


lant been decided ipon, it is 


has 
ly necessary to determine the 
nditure by preparing a list ol 

s required and estimating the cost 
abor. The 


s dependent 


amount and kind of ma- 


upon the 


type oft 


truction Standard practices fo1 
de plant construction are those 
ids which have been tested and 
1 to be the most practical way of 
the job. A compilation of tele 

pole line construction practices 
een embodied in a_ pocket-sized 
dbook which is available to the 
re telephone industry, the speaker 


ted. 





discussing the modernization of 
ral offices, Mr. 
that the size of the exchange equip- 
t room take 


mounting 


Talmage pointed 


should into account 
for 
lency telephone repeaters and car- 


terminal equipment. 


e required voice- 


These two 
able services are being used more 
more in those areas that have dis- 
red that an adequate 
t, low-loss toll trunks can bring 
ore revenue with lower incremental 
stment costs than any other plan. 
cost of carrier equipment has been 
ced and its flexibility and utility 
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number of 
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increased so that today carrier char 
nels can be justified on routes as short 
as eight to 10 miles. Many telephone 
companies have been pleasantly sul 
prised also by the yreate}! int and re 
sulting increased revenue after existing 
toll eireuits were Improved by the ad 
dition of ice-frequency telephone re 
peaters, Mr. Talmage pointed out. 

tay W. Smith, Chicago, IIl., editor 
of Telephone Engineer, in an address 
on “The Role and Future of the Smal 
Telephone Company,” Arne that 
small] telephor e companies are lisap 
pearing at an accelerated ite the 
nation, and that the key to their sui 
vival is good service. 





TEXAS PIONEERS HOLD 
ANNUAL MEETING 


the In- 
dependent Telephone Pioneer As- 
sociation held 


the 


The Texas Chapter of 


meeting 


the 


its annual 
during convention of 


Texas Telephone Association and 


the following officers: 


Howard L. 
president, A. F. 


elected 
President, 
Dallas: 


Yagey. 


Housley, 
vice 
Dallas: 


Hensley, 


secretary, Jean- 


nette Santa Anna, and 
treasurer, P. M. Grimstead. Kerr- 
ville. 

are D. T. 
Brownwood: E. HH. 


and Jj. B. 


Directors elected 
Strickland, 
Danner. 


Haley, 


Sherman, 
Austin. 


Walter Dakin, Madison, Wis.. 
a director of the Independent 
Telephone Pioneer Association, 
addressed the meeting and told 


of some of the early developments 
in the Independent telephone in- 
dustry. 











“Public clamor is for service, 
rather than for lower rates,” Mr. Smith 
“For that reason, I believe, public 
the 


rates so 


more 


said. 


utility commissions do public a 


they fix low 


that the rate of return is inadequate.” 


disservice when 


He urged small companies to take 


steps to develop their toll business, as 
in the past such companies have failed 
consideration to this 


to give proper 


most important source of 
Harold V. New 


president of General 


revenue, 

York City, 
Telephone 
the United 
States Independent Telephone Associa- 


Bozell, 
the 
Corp., and president of 
tion, paid tribute to the accomplishments 
of the committees of the national 
and thei 


behalf of the industry. 


assO 


clation traced activities in 


He dwelled particularly on the work 


of the Employment Relations Commit 
tee in connection with the recently en 
federal law 


the 


acted minimum wage 


amendment; Small Company Com 


mittee, which succeeded in getting en 


acted amendments protecting comme 


telephone companies in the REA 


Rural Telephone Loar Act, and the 
Tax Committee which has been and is 
working to bring about elimination of 
federal excise taxes on telephone sery 
ice, 


Francis X. Welch, Washington editor 


of TELEPHONY, addressed the conven 
tion on the subject “What Makes Poli 
ticians Act That Way.” His address 
was published in full in the Mar. 18 


issue, 


An explanation of the provisions of 
the Wage-Hour Law, 


ulations of the federal 
vas given by W. J. 


and of the reg 
administrator, 
Dallas, 


Rogers, 


regional director, wage-hour division, 
Department of Labor. 
In refuting charges that REA in- 


tends to enter the telephone business, 


REA Consultant Corman assured the 
convention that “REA does not wish 
to get into the business of operating 
telephone property 

“The law has established REA as a 
lending agency. It does differ from 
the usual banking institutions in that 


staff of 
available to 


it maintains a specialists, 


whose assistance is bor- 
rowers without charge, to help set up 
record systems, make periodic audits, 
give engineering and management ad- 
vice and otherwise assist borrowers in 
the successful operation of their sys- 
tems,’ Mr. Corman said. 

Continuing his discussion of the REA 
loan program, Mr. Corman stated: 

“These services are offered by REA 
without cost to the borrower, on the 
theory that it will enable him to repay 
his loan as to principal and interest as 
agreed. Repayment of the loan as 


(Please turn to page 39) 
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STHMAHAW UZ Olt 


STROWGER AUTOMATIC 


You take no chances on quality when you can install the equipment that for years 
has set the highest standards of service and economy that the world has ever known. In 
every type of exchange, in exchanges of every size, Strowger Automatic has proved its 
dependability, its low operating and maintenance costs, its long life and flexibility. It has 


proved itself, over the years, to be the most economical equipment you can buy. 


To choose equipment that merely "looks good’ means risking both your stockholders’ 
money and your service to subscribers. Throughout telephone history, we have seen new 
automatic systems appear, only to be discarded because they have failed to meet the 


tests of economy and dependability for which Strowger Automatic is famous. 


That's why leading telephone companies, with all the world to choose from, continue 


to specify Strowger Automatic! 


If you want to be sure when you buy central office equipment, take a tip from the 
leaders. Install Strowger Automatic, the equipment that combines the safety of known 


performance, and the constant improvement that keeps it abreast of every need. 


AUTOMATIC & ELECTRIC 


Originators and Developers of the Strowger Step-by-Step "Director'’ for Register- 
Sender-Translator Operation . . . Machine Switching Automatic Dial Systems 


Makers of Telephone, Signaling and Communication Apparatus . . Electrical Engineers, Designers and Consultants 





Distributors in U. S. and Possessions: Automatic Electric Sales Corporation 
Export Distributors: international Automatic Electric Corporation 
1033 West Van Buren Street, Chicago 7, U. S. A. 












































































Rules Pensions to Be Included 
As Operating Expenses 
4-to-] 


significance to 


In a opinion of far-reaching 


telephone companies 
and other utilities under its jurisdic- 
tion and their employes, the New York 
Public Service Commission ruled Mar. 
12 that 
financed out of current operating ex 


pensions are wages to be 
penses, 

Written by Commissioner Spencer B. 
Eddy, the opinion held that where a 
pension plan is established the moneys 
to pay for it become an operating ex 
pense whether the plan is based on 
past or future services. The opinion 


marks a change from former policy 
under which the commission, like othe. 
groups, regarded pensions either as a 
gift, an income deduction or a charg‘ 
to surplus. 

Asserting in a memorandum that the 
new concept was in line with ‘modern 
economic thinking, law and accepted 
practice,’”’ Commissioner Eddy said the 
granting of pensions would not result 
in any rate increases different from 
those normally produced by an equiva 
lent change in wage scales. 

The new policy will have its most 
immediate and striking effect on the 
commission’s uniform system of ac- 
counts, which prescribes the accounting 
procedure for New York utilities. The 
entire fabric of utility labor and man- 
agement relations will be indirectly 
affected. 

Four fundamental principles for the 
policy 
were listed by Commissioner Eddy as 


base of the commission’s new 
follows: 


(1) The company claiming the wage 
pension deduction as an operating ex- 
pense must have irrevocably committed 
itself to the obligation. 

(2) The pension plan must be a rea- 
sonable one, fulfilling the commission’s 
standards. Pensions become a matter 
of collective bargaining between the 
company and its men over which the 
commission has no control. In a rate 
proceeding, however, where payments 
are excessive, the commission can dis- 
allow excessive payments for the pur- 
pose of fixing rates. 

(3) The inclusion in operating ex- 
penses should be made in the year 
when provisions are allowed for it. 


26 





(4) When companies have under- 
taken to pay pensions, even if the plan 
so-called voluntary plan under 
which the company may claim no legal 
liability, there is a high moral respon- 
sibility, and such a plan cannot be 
terminated without destroying good la- 
bor relations. 


IS a 


“With the exception of some portions 
of the bus 


Eddy said, “the relations between labo1 


industry,” Commissioner 
and management in the utilities in this 
state are uniformly excellent. In gen 
eral, the workers in the utilities have 
morale. In the 


a high standard f 


utility field above others a break 


down in good labo relations must 
seriously affect the public. 

“We have no control over the process 
of collective bargaining nor should we 
attempt to exercise any such control. 
We must, 


mination in the regulation of utilities 


however, make our dete1 
so as to remove any obstructions from 
the path of collective bargaining, and 
to adopt those policies which promote 
good labor relations, and therefore bet 


ter service to the public.” 
VV 


Oklahoma Independent Ordered 
To Expand, Improve Equipment 

The Oklahoma-Arkansas Telephone 
Co., Poteau, was ordered Mar. 17 by 
the Oklahoma Corporation Commission 
to install sufficient cable and _ wire 
plant capacity at Poteau to give good 
service and be prepared within 30 days 
to show manufacturers’ orders for the 
material. In addition the company was 
ordered to switch 


install additional 


facilities at Poteau within six 


months. 


board 


It was also directed to install bette) 
equipment at Wister and 
The telephone engineer was instructed 


Heavener. 


to inspect the present cable plants and 


report their condition within 30 days. 


Wage-Hour Legislation Being 
Considered in Several States 

Proposals for new or broadened reg- 
ulation of wages and hours have been 
raised thus far this year in the legis- 
latures of at least states, a 
survey reveals. 


seven 








mid-March h: 


legislatures 


Such measures by 
been rejected by the 


Virginia and Wyoming, but were st 





pending in Massachusetts, New Jerss : 
New York, Rhode Island and Sout | 
Carolina. 

A state minimum wage law of 
cents an hour to conform to fede 
legislation was proposed by Gov. P 
A. Dever in his message to the Mas 
chusetts legislature. A bill to cat t 
recommendatio! nto effect wa 
ported by abo and pposed 
ployer spokesmen at a recent le 
tive hearing 

The proposed M: SSac¢ Set 
tior vould eplact 149 
vhicl 1e¢ es rf 
tha 7) eents ! 
tio? S i ne con eS 
to be Oppresslve ind I eas i 
whicl illows n mun 1p" 
than ¢ cents if the 
bee? estab s] ed ders é 
fron the lelibe it S { ry } 
wage boards 

\ bi VW is nt Mi | ‘ T ‘ N 
Jersey legislature to carry out G 
Alfred E. Driseoll’s recommendat 
for extension i the states pres 
wage-hour law to cover men. At 
ent it covers only women and 
in certain industries. Also pendins 
New Jersey is another proposal 
terned after the federal wage-hou 
which would establish a 75-cent he 
minimum wage for all employes wv 
the state with time and a half 
overtime over 40 hours per week 

In his message to the South ¢ 
lina legislature, Gov. J. Strom T 
mond reiterated his previous ret 
mendation for enactment of a st 





wage-hour law ‘applicable — to e | 


thousands of business and indust 
employes who are not employed 


interstate commerce.”’ 


Several bills relating to wage-! 
regulation have been introduced in ‘he 
New York State legislature, includ 1g 


proposals for $1 hourly minimum 


Broadening of New York sta'e’s 
minimum wage law has been propo ed 
by State Industrial Commissioner 4 


ward Corsi. Under the existing stat te, 


TELEPHC 

















special wage boards, appointed by the 
state industrial commissioner, fix mini- 
num wages for particular industries. 
Commissioner Corsi has proposed that 
he legislature fix a minimum hourly 
yay rate for all intrastate workers and 
that, in addition, it 


continue to em- 


power special boards to set minimums 


for particular industries higher than 
the rate designated by statute. 
Establishment of a minimum wage 


if 75 cents an hour and a maximum 


10-hour week has been proposed in 


Rhode Island. 
VV 


Companies Oppose Florida's 
Proposed “Bookie” Rules 
Officials of large Florida 
Mar. 13 
Florida 


Publie Utilities Commission 


two tele 


one companies on opposed 


oposed rules of the Railroad 


designed 


deny telephones to racing book 
ikers (TELEPHONY, Feb. 25, p. 30) 
The company representatives said 
( Vere will ny to assist the state 
‘combatting bookmaking, but de 
the propose | ruies we re “al 
t t the Dlie ind would tur 
ympanies nt } ce epartments. 
‘ iles uate e e communica 
s compa ( t 
As eat! | ( Se ce tne 
Ss fo. ( t! ic I 1 
8 | 
ri et ne é is He col 
fl | bookmaking 
ties 
S¢ nect a Pe ties ipo! notin 
m } pel iutnorities ft t tne 
‘ is hei? ised for bookmaking 
thet inlawf\ ictivit 
B. Dooley, Florida manager for 
er Bel] Telephone & Telegraph 
said his company “would not will 
accept” the ruies. 


said it already is his company’s 


Oo cle ny service To know? hook 


+ 


s and to disconnect service when 
ised fon 


offered 
substitute for the 


discovered it is being 
vful purposes. He rules 
at effect as a 


nission 


proposal. 


nilar opposition was voiced by 


1). Brorein, Tampa, president and 


ral manager of Peninsular Tele- 


e Co. 
bookies 
to give the information wanted 


srorein said “are too 
he state and the questions would 
ely offend thousands of other appli- 
s for telephone service. 

nswering a comment from Attorney 
ral Richard Ervin that telephone 
anies should be willing to assist 
state in 
against 


setting up a_ preventive 
bookmaking, Mr. Dooley 
“bookmaking can be stamped out 
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almost entirely when you have the con- 
stitutional law enforcement people do- 


” 


ing their duties. 
VV 


Southeast Missouri Company 
Gets Rate Increase 

An annual rate increase of $500,000 
for the Southeast 
Co., Cape Girardeau, 
on Mar. 10 by the 
Service Commission. 


Missouri Telephone 
authorized 
Public 


was 


Missouri 


In granting the increase, the com- 


mission denied the company’s applica- 


tion for approval of a new rate 


schedule providing rate hikes totaling 


$634,000, but authorized the utility to 
file a revised tariff designed to increase 
revenue by $500,000. 


gross 


The new rates will be allowed on a 


temporary basis and be subject to ad 


justment by the commission on its ow} 


motion, the order set out. 


The estimated rate base for the com 


pany was found by the commission to 


be $5.780.718 of whieh $5,313,129 was 


intrastate 
VV 


SW States Gets Higher Rates 
At 52 Oklahoma Exchanges 
Highe for the 


Southwester Telephe ne ok. 


assigned to operations 


rates recommended 
states 
at 52 of its Okla 
Referee Pau R 


(Co poratio} 


Brownwood, Tex.. 
exchanges DY 
Reed of the 


Commission, were 


noma 
Oklahoma 
effect re 
(TELEPH 


Rates will be 


placed 1? 


mn orde} 


cently by a commissi 
Feb. 25, p. 32.) 


raised at all of the 


ONY, 
company’s 56 ex 
Jenks, Lone 


changes except Binger, 


Wolf 


Those towns 


urceell. 


and P 


filed protests against 


the rates as recommended by the 
them was 


furthe) 


referee and final order on 


reserved by the commission fo1 
action. 

The 
on the 


rates will become effective 
They 


an exchange 


new 


next billing dates. repre 


sent increases adjusted on 
basis to yield an over-all annual return 
of 5.04 per 


cent in Oklahoma. 


VV 


To Take Telephone Service 
Fight to U. S. Supreme Court 
Pioneer News Service will appeal to 
the United States Supreme Court from 
a recent ruling by the Missouri Supreme 
that an 
Judge 
restoration of its 


Court injunction issued by 


Circuit James F. Nangle _ re- 


quiring telephone 
invalid, it was announced 
Mar. 14 (TELEPHONY, Mar. 11, p. 27). 

In addition, the company seek 
an injunction in United States District 


service was 


will 


Court on the ground that cutting off 


its service would be a violation of the 





i‘ process” clause of the federal 


due 
Constitution. 
The 


pass on the 


highest court did not 
right of the 


state’s 
telephone 
notice 
of the 
state that the service is being used for 


company to cut off service on 


from a law enforcement officer 


an illegal purpose, such as dissemina 
tion of racing news. The ruling simply 
that jurisdiction 
telephone 

first 
Public 


review 


established over mat- 
service is 


with the 


Commission, 


ters affecting 


vested in the instance 
Missouri Service 
subject to afterward by the 
courts. 

case of an 


Meanwhile, in a injune 


tion obtained by another Capone syn 
City, 
State At 
Taylor announced 


John F. 


prompt 


dicate representative in Kansas 


Harmony Publishing Co., 
torney General J. E. 
he had 


Cook of 


asked Circuit Judge 


that city for a ruling 


motion to dissolve the injunce- 


, 
on his 


tion. 


had been 
1947 


orade red 


That injunction 
Judge 


commiisslio! 


issued by 
after the 


its telephones dis 


Cook in shortly 


illegal use 
Court af 


connected on the ground of 
The Cole 


firmed the validity of 


County Circuit 


the commission’s 


rder, and Harmony appealed to the 


Missouri Supreme Court but dismissed 
could rule 


its appeal before the court 


oO} the question. 


VV 


Companies to Discuss Rural 
Service, Territorial Claims 


The Oklahoma Corporation Commis 


S101 issued two orders 


notifying al! 


interested and telephone com 


persons 


areas of 


panies in rural northeast 
Cherokee and northwest Adair Coun 
ties and in a portion of Kay County 
to appear at a hearing on Apr. 5 
regarding receiving rural service and 
protecting territorial claims. (TELEPH 


ONY, Mar. 11, p. 26.) 
In addition to 


petitions for 


individuals who have 


signed rural service, the 


following telephone companies are in 


vited to appear at the hearing: South 


western Bell Telephone Co., operating 


in parts of all three counties; Jay 
(Okla. ) 


naw Telephone Co.; 


Telephone Co.; Salina-Spavi 


and East Central 
Electric Co-operative, Inc., Tahlequah. 


C. A. Vanner, Oaks, is also invited. 


Vv 


Two Companies to Issue 
Stock, Offer New Handsets 


The Curtis Telephone Co., product 
of a recent merger, has been au- 
thorized by the Nebraska Railway 
Commission to issue $50,000 worth of 
common and $25,000 worth of pre- 


ferred stock. The proceeds will be used 


in enlargement of cables, exten- 


(Please 


new 


turn to page #0) 
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“We believe in this company!” 


That, in effect, is what many thousands of people 

are saying about the American Telephone and 

Telegraph Company—and backing up their belief by buying 
A. T. & T. stock. In the eight months between 

June, 1949, and February, 1950, the number of stockholders 
increased more than 100,000 to a total of over 900,000. 


The advertisement on the opposite page marks this 


milestone in the ownership of the Bell Telephone business. 
Appearing in national magazines during March, 

it points out how closely the widespread confidence of 
investors is linked with good telephone service. 


An advertisement of the 
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On January 1, 1945, it was 668,000 
In June, 1949, it was 800,000 








Now it’s well over 
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ATE LT Stockholders 


No other stock is so widely held by so many people. 


About one family in every 50 in this country now owns 


American Telephone and 


Just last month the number of stock- 
holders of the American Telephone and 
Telegraph Company reached a_ record 
high of 900.000 and it’s still growing. 

This is an increase of over 100.000 in 
eight months. The big gain is due not 
only to completion of the first offering 
of stock to employees under the Kkm- 
plovee Stock Plan but to continued pub- 
lic buying. 

The people who own the Bell ‘Tele- 
phone business come from all walks of 
life in every section of the country. Most 
of them are small stockholders. 280.000 
own five shares or less. More than half 
are women. 


Over 150,000 telephone employees are 
now stockholders. In the next year or so 


BELL 





TELEPHONE SYSTEM 


Telegraph Company stock 


many thousands more will complete pay- 
ments on stock under the Employee 
Stock Plan. 

A significant fact is that more than 
350.000 A. T. & T. stockholders have 
been stockholders for ten years or longer. 
Their A. T. & 'T. dividend has come 
along regularly, in good times and bad. 

They bought the stock “for keeps” 
because of their long-term confidence 
in the business and their belief that 
regulatory bodies will provide adequate 
rates for service so that they may 
receive a fair and stable return on their 
investment. 

It’s the widespread confidence of in- 
vestors that helps make possible the 
good telephone service you get today. 





























sions and metallizing of rural lines. 
Later all of the central office equip- 
ment will be replaced and dial tele- 
phones installed. 


The commission also granted permis- 
sion to the Lincoln Telephone & Tele- 
graph Co. to offer to patrons a new 
type of handset at a monthly rental of 
$1.50, together with an_ installation 
charge of $3.50. This handset pertains 
to a key type station which will pro- 
vide several combinations of answering, 
hold and intercommunication service, as 
well as containing an arrangement 
whereby a cutoff may be made at will 
as well as providing an auxiliary sig- 
nal. The company was also authorized 
to discontinue secretarial service as no 
longer in demand. 


Vv 


Missouri Supreme Court 
Rules on Bell Rate Case 

Legal entanglements involving last 
year’s approval by the Missouri Public 
Service Commission of a _ $3,400,000 
rate increase for the Southwestern 
Bell Telephone Co. were smoothed out 
on Mar. 13 by the Missouri Supreme 
Court, which disposed of two appeals 
on technicalities and sent the case back 
to the Cole County Cireuit Court for 
a ruling on merits of the 
(TELEPHONY, Sept. 24, p. 62). 


increase 


The supreme court dismissed an ap- 
peal by St. Louis County from Circuit 
Judge Sam C. Blair’s action of Feb. 
21, 1949, in reversing the commission’s 
increase order. The supreme court’s 
ruling held the county’s appeal was out 
of order because Judge Blair’s ruling 
was not final at the time the appeal was 
taken, 

In the other appeal, taken by the 
commission and the telephone company 
from a second reversal by Judge Blair 
on technical grounds, the high court 
sustained the appellants and ordered 
the case back to Judge Blair’s court for 
hearing on the merits of the rate in- 
crease. 

The legal tangle began shortly after 
the commission entered its increase 
order Jan. 18, 1949, when St. Louis, 
Kansas City and other cities appealed 
to Cole County Cireuit Court on the 
ground the order, which became effec- 
tive Feb. 1, had been entered too late 
for them to seek a rehearing. Judge 
Blair upheld this appeal and remanded 
the case to the commission. 

On Feb. 25, four days after this 
order, the commission entered a new 
increase order, but this was appealed 
by the same cities on the ground the 
commission lacked jurisdiction since a 
necessary 30 days had not elapsed since 
Judge Blair’s ruling. 

The St. Louis County appeal con- 
tended Judge Blair should have ruled 


30 


on the merits of the rate case in the 
first place, instead of remanding it on 
a technicality. 


The supreme court, in remanding the 
ease, held that the commission had 
jurisdiction to issue its second order 
and send it to Judge Blair for hearing 
on the merits. Meanwhile, the Bell com- 
pany has been collecting the higher 
rates at $300,000 a month, the money 
being impounded until a final settle- 
ment. A new Bell application for an 
additional $5,000,000 annual rate in- 
crease is pending before the commis- 


sion. 


Vv 


S. D. Commission Indicates 
Appeal In Bell Rate Case 

According to press reports the South 
Dakota Public Utilities 
will appeal the circuit court decision 
of Judge W. W. Knight in the North- 
Bell Telephone Co. rate case 
proceedings. 


Commission 


western 


Judge Knight, in a memorandum de- 
cision issued Mar. 9, pointed out that 
in denying the company’s application 
for an increase in exchange and intra- 
state toll South Dakota, the 
commission had, in arriving at its con- 


rates in 


clusion, made “erroneous, unsupported 
by the evidence, and arbitrary” deduc- 
tions from property valuation and ex- 
and had failed to 
increase in wages in October, 1948, of 


penses consider an 
$211,768 annually. The commission, ac- 
cording to the court, had erroneously 
and contrary to evidence, found that the 
company was earning about 6 per cent 
on its net investment, whereas the evi- 
dence in the case before the commission 
that after the wage 
the company in 1948 operated at a loss 
of over $200,000. 


showed increase 


In the decision, the court stated that 
“«.. « She 
discloses and establishes that the rates 


record in this case clearly 
fixed by the order of the commission 
were confiseatory.” 
the un- 


and 
The court further stated “. 
warranted 


unreasonable 


deductions from expenses 
for 1948, the failure of the commission 
the increase in 
$211,768 for that year, and its failure 
federal net taxes 
which would have been payable, make 
the complete, 
even if no depreciation expense were 
charged for 1948,” 

The court recorded in the decision 
that the majority of the commission, 
in arriving at many of its erroneous, 
arbitrary, and unsupported conclusions, 
apparently had adopted the methods 
and practices of its special counsel, 
Leon Jourolmon. Mr. Jourolmon, for- 
mer member of the Tennessee Railroad 
& Public Utilities Commission, had em- 
ployed similar methods, practices, and 


to consider wages of 


to consider income 


showing of confiscation 
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COPPER 
MAKES II 
ele PERMANENT 


IV's Surana 
LINE WIRE 


It's the copper-protected alloy steel 

























core that gives Copperweld Line 







Wire its permanent strength—a 





strength 2 to 3 times greater than 





hard-drawn copper wire. And the 






thick copper covering inseparably 





molten-welded to the steel assures 





permanent protection against rus 






Having the best electrical cor 






ductance of any high-strength com 





ductor, Copperweld Line Wire prc 
vides excellent voice transmissi0l 
and is ideal for high frequency cl 
cuits. It is light in weight, pliable 
easy to string . . . and is especial} 
suited for long span constructio 






































GRIP-FLEX 38 
INSULATOR TIE 


The Idea! Tie ti 
use with Copper 
weld Line Wit 











































































































































better than ever! dccause theyre made tx 
anew and modem plant 


Something new has been added!—at 

Pineville, Louisiana—a modern, en- 
E DIAMOND larged creosoting plant offering 
faster delivery and better-than-ever 


quality in telephone poles of this 
well-known, well-liked brand. 





Diamond C poles are made of 
Southern pine, carefully selected 
from live growing trees and graded 


according to physical properties 
desired. Each pole is _ pressure- 
treated with 8 lbs. (or more if you 


wish!) of grade No. 1 Creosote Oil, 
J in accordance with AWPA speci- 














For durability, use fications. 


DIAMOND Reduce loss in revenue due to pole 
failure. Buy Diamond C from S-C! 








“| the aew Gooe testerm 


reduces the annoyance of high resistance 
connections, facilitates testing, and reduces 
cit: maintenance costs. 








ble A great improvement in the method of connecting 
subscriber drops to open wire. ‘‘Testerm’’ is 
mounted on the cross-arm and provides a dry spot 
on connection, thus insuring improved transmission. 





wires are attached to the open line wires with 
lit sleeve and are terminated on two 12-24 

that are set in a glazed, low moisture ab- 
tion, porcelain block. 






op wires are attached to the same studs. This 
Pp mits testing without opening a taped connector. 


one-piece drawn metal hood is Monel. The 
\inal is weather-proof and all metal parts are 
proofed. 
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everstick anchors 


. are designed to meet the most rigid 
anchoring and guying specifications. 






The patented EVER- 
STICK Nut Housing locks 
anchor firmly on rod, 
making installation 
simple under all condi- 
tions and permitting easy 
recovery of the rod. Note 
well-designed, heavily 
constructed sections of 
metal in base plate. 


EVERSTICK. Expanding 
Plates are ribbed to 
double their original 
strength; their cutting 
edge and wedge shape 
arm socket reduces earth 
resistance to a minimum 
and assures easy expan- 
sion. 


Three-Way EVERSTICK 
with expanding plates— 
contacts solid earth at 
every point around base 
plate, giving full benefit 
of earth's holding power. 


Spreader Arms extra 
heavy ribbed with ball 
and socket joint at top 
and clinched socket on 
expanding plates allow 
heavy bearings to move 
freely with minimum fric- 
tion, insuring easy ex- 
pansion which eliminates 
buckling or breaking of 


EVERSTICK Anchor 


... the anchor of merit 
















theories in a Tennessee commissio 
order which was reversed by the Te: 
nessee courts. 

The court also pointed out in t!] 
decision that one of the commissione 
(C. L. Doherty) filed a dissenting 
port in which he said: 


“Under both the federal and sta 
constitutions a public utility is entitl 
to a fair return upon the value of 
property used in rendering public set 
ice. Our own supreme court indicat 
pretty clearly what a fair ret 
should be in the Sioux Falls case. Ey 
if we now grant the application 
full, it seems clear to me that it 
not yield that fair return. The rec 
shows the yield will be approximat 
1.41 per cent upon the book costs 
depreciation.” 


The court’s conclusions of law, dat 


Mar. 9, are as follows: 


“That the order appealed from fi 
exchange and _ intrastate toll r 
which prevent appellant from ean 
a fair return upon the valu 

property, and that the rates so fi 

are confiscatory and that by rea 
THEY'RE ALL HAPPY pee ewe = ee 


property without due process 
le l 1 of e ‘onstitu ion oft 
BECAUSE A VERY SHREWD United States and the Constitution 
Statutes of South Dakota. 
P.A. SPECIFIED 





“That said order should be set 


and the action of the commissio) 


versed and the case remanded to 
commission with directions to prompt 
sat approve a schedule of exchange 
— intrastate toll rates that will pen 
: appellant to earn a fair rate of ret 
on the fair value of its property 


voted to the rendition of intrast 
telephone service in South Dakota, 


if such action be satisfactory t 
pellant and said commission, that 


. = ‘i commission promptly approve 
—The logical choice of drop wire for 


schedule of rates presented by 
companies that are interested in building long- pellant in its amended and su 


: . mental application filed with said « 
enduring outside plant. mission on Nov. 29, 1948.” 






FOR STRENGTH—A Bronze Conductor* In a “judgment,” dated Mar. 9, J 
e e Knight issued the following orde} 
FOR ADHESION—Special Electroplating 
“Nov herefore, i s ordere 
FOR INSULATION—Natural Rubber od tee ii af a Pe 


adjudged that the ordet the 
Utilities Commission of the Stat 
South Dakota appealed from shoul 


AND For a long life in heat and cold, rain and shine, and is reversed and this caus 
e rebDy ‘emandec oO e ublic Ut 
smoke and fumes, a rugged jacket of hereby remanded to the Public : 





ties Commission of the State of S« 
Dakota with directions to prom 


ad é oe o G € pr. enter an order approving lawful sc! 
ules of exchange and intrastate 1 


rates consistent with the applicat 


RR 








*Also available in copper and copperweld. ey bs = oo a 
e S epnone Oo. ant in con or Nn 
Samples and Data on Request with the decision and judgment of 1 





court.” 
DISTRIBUTED BY: VV 


KELLOGG SWITCHBOARD & SUPPLY CO. | IMlinois Bell Authorized to 


CHICAGO, ILLINOIS Remove Handbook Telephones 


Illinois Bell Telephone Co. has be 


GENERAL INSULATED WIRE WORKS, INC. | 


Commission to remove telephones Tf! 
PROVIDENCE 5, RHODE ISLAND 





any places handling bets on horse ra 
yr other events. 30okies, who |! 
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yperated openly in Illinois for many 
ears, were expected to be driven un- 
derground by the new rule. 

Previous rules allowed Illinois Bell 
to deny telephone service only when its 
telephones were used for “unlawful 
purposes.” Interpretations of those 
words varied. 

The Illinois Commerce Commission, 

failing to act on a petition from 
the utility, permitted the new regula- 
tion to go into effect (TELEPHONY, Feb. 
18, p. 28). 


by 


Vv 


California Company to Issue 
Stock to Finance Construction 

The California Public Utilities Com- 
mission has authorized the California 
Water & Telephone Co., Monrovia, to 
issue approximately $2,250,000 in stock 
to help finance a construction program. 

The company was authorized by the 
commission to sell 50,000 shares of 
common stock, exempt from competitive 
bid regulations, at not less than $28.25 
a share and 35,000 shares of cumulative 
preferred stock at not less than $23.40 
a share. 


Vv 


independent Gets Higher Rates 
The Thermal Belt Co., 
Tryon, N. C., has been granted a rate 
increase which will produce additional 
gross revenues of $7,400 annually. It 
vill result in a rate of return slightly 
above 6 per cent on the company’s net 
vestment, plus allowance for working 


Telephone 


capital. The higher rates were ordered 
effective the first billing date after 
Mar. 1. 
Vv 
To Issue Common Stock 
The Wood County Telephone Co., 
Wisconsin Rapids, was authorized re- 


cently by the Wisconsin Public Service 
to issue $200,000 


mission in com- 
stock. The money is to be used 
t etire $50,000 in short term notes 


for plant additions, company offi- 
( State. 


Vv 


Nebraska Company Incorporated 
ie Cottonwood Telephone Co., with 
pital of $4,000, 


has been 


incor- 
ted in Nebraska by Halbert 
npson as president. It will op- 
é out of Dunning, served by the 
\ irn & Anselmo Telephone Co. 
VV 


ks Commission Post 
n Knickrehm, who served as a 
er of the Nebraska Railway 
\ission from 1943 until 1949, but 
vas defeated for renomination by 
‘rd H. Larson, now a member, 
‘ed for re-election in the Repub- 
primary. Harold A. Palmer, 
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Here’s a Battery 
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Pas 


Charger that is 


All components in one 
cabinet 


No separate units to 
install 


Cuts installation costs 





THERMISTOR, 
STANDARD 














“Rees 


ol 


“\tarting contactor, voltage and current controls, transformer, filter 


components, rectifier, meters and protective devices—all components 
necessary for battery charging and control are contained in the heavy 
sheet meta! cabinet of the PECo Battery Charger ... Compact design 
eliminates the necessity of installing separate starter and control panel 


and the interconnection of power and control circuits .. . 
AC input and DC output leads may be brought in from 
the top, simplifying conduit installation ... There are no 


moving parts . 


Write for full information. 


. . No fans or other ventilating equipment 
required . . . No special foundations necessary. 





“if a 
POWER EQUIPMENT ompanny 


Specialists in Controlled 
Rectifiers Since 1935 





j 
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55 ANTOINETTE STREET / DETROIT 2, MICHIGAN 
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member of the commission for the last 
two years, is his only opponent thus 
far. Mr. Knickrehm was a former 
member of the state legislature. 
Vv 
Buy Minnesota Independent 
Kenneth W. and Lorraine Bresin 
purchased the North Pine Telephone 
Co., Askov, Minn., by authorization of 
the Minnesota Railroad & Warehouse 
Commission on Mar. 15. 


VV 
Files Higher Rates 
E. Scott Rose, president and treas- 
urer of the Middleburg Telephone Co., 











has announced that the company has 
filed a schedule of increased rates with 
the Pennsylvania Public Service Com- 
mission, to become effective Apr. 1. 


Vv 


Asks Authority to Sell Stock 
To Finance Plant Expansion 

The North State Telephone Co., High 
Point, has requested the North Caro- 
lina Utilities Commission for authority 
to sell stock, totalling $500,000, in or- 
der that it might expand its facilities 
in urban and rural areas. The 
stock would be cumulative preferred 


new 


of $100 par value. 





Sane Sac ina 


Line Jobs Are Easier... Safer... Less Costly 
When Your Crews Are Properly Equipped 


help 





Molded Lead Shield gives 


more protection at the 


pole. 
Neale Model B One-Man Available 
Cable Spinner operates 


from ground or stand. 


famous 





Performance 
independent telephone companies are specifying Cable 
Spinning Equipment Company precision engineered tools 
for their crews. 


For BEST RESULTS... 
Use NEALE Wire! 


in seven dif- 
ferent types 
NEALE Spinning 
Wire meets the toughest 
construction and corrosion conditions. 


pays off —that's why more and more 


And Cable Spinning Equipment Company accessories 
linemen 
thereby cutting your 
repair costs. 

There's a complete line to choose from. Ask your jobber 
today to show you how Cable Spinning equipment can 
help you save money. 


and in 
construction, 


work faster greater safety — 


maintenance and 






and 


sizes, 
ee 
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The company, which has 
at High Point, Thomasville 


exchanges 
and Ran 
dleman, said that it needs additiona! 
funds to meet demands for service at 
all three of its exchanges and in rura 
areas around those cities and that it 
has 1,900 applications which it cannot 
fill because of a lack of central offic 
equipment and outside plant facilities 


Vv 


N. C. Company Plans to Buy 
Privately Owned Line 
The Morris Telephone Co., 
has made arrangements to purchase 
privately owned line of the 


Roxbor 


Piedmo: 


Packing Co., extending north fror 
Hillsboro into a rural area, subject 
the approval of the North Carolin 
Utilities Commission. 

The company also plans to exter 
a rural line from Mebane to Ceda 
Grove, one east from Hillsboro to St 
Mary’s and one south from Hillsbor 
along the Chapel Hill Road. 

VV 


Summary of Commission 
Rulings and Hearings 


lilinois Commerce Commission 

Mar. 20: Commission 
of contemplated 
of Illinois Commercial 
Springfield. 

Mar. 24: Hearing on applicatior 
Southeast Missouri Telephone (¢ 
Cape Girardeau, Mo., for authority 
increase rates at its Illinois exchang: 

Mar. 24: Hearings on complaints 
Chester M. Johnson et al and Charl 
R. Heflin et al regarding alleged po 
service of Woodhull (Tll.) Villas 
Telephone Co. 

Mar. 24: Hearing on 
Woodhull (Ill.) Union 
Assoc. against Woodhull (Ill.) Villag 
Telephone Co. regarding alleged lac 
of cooperation by latter company c 
cerning mutual problems. 


investigat 
Improvement 
Telephone C 


service 


complaint 
Switchboa 


Kansas Corporation Commission 

Mar. 27: 
of Towanda 
change and 


Hearings on applications 
(Kan.) Telephone E 
Benton (Kan.) Telephone 


Exchange for authority to char 
rates. 
Apr. 3: Hearing on applicatior 


Wamego (Kan.) Telephone Co. for 
thority to file a new rate schedule. 

May 12: Hearings on rate appli 
tions of Jetmore (Kan.) Telephone ‘ 
and Greeley County Telephone Co 
its Tribune exchange. 


Minnesota Railroad & Warehouse 
Commission 
Mar. 17: Hearing on application 
Marshall County Telephone Co., M 
neapolis, for authority to increas 

rates at its Warren exchange. 


Missouri Public Service Commission 


Mar. 6: Joint application filed >y 
John J. Gault for authority to 
and H. Scott and Cleo B. Gault 


buy the La Plata (Mo.) Telephone 
Mar. 6: Application filed by - 
Plata (Mo.) Telephone Co. for ‘u- 


TELEPHO NY 














hority to issue $15,000 in serial mort- 
rage notes to La Plata State Bank. 
Mar. 9: Joint application filed by 


iurbont (Mo.) ‘Telephone Co. tor au a( "8% THE WHITNEY BLAKE BULLETIN 
Wa 





thority to discontinue inter-exchange 
service between Leasburg and Bourbon. 





Mar. 13: Joint application filed by 
john M. Crass for authority to sell 
ind Sherman H. Crass to buy Myrtle 
(Mo.) Telephone Exchange. 





New York Public Service Commission 
Mar. 21 to 23: Hearing on petition 




































































f New York Telephone Co. for au- SS 
thority to increase rates. => . oe 
Oklahoma Corporation Commission ; 





Mar. 30: Continued hearing on ap- 
plication of subscribers in several towns 


<n of free interexchange THE ECONOMY OF HIGH QUALITY 


Apr. 5: Commission investigation of 
service in rural areas of Cherokee, 


Adair and Kay Counties. The initial cost of drop wire is insignificant. Labor, over- 
Apr. 6: Commission investigation of head and miscellany can account for as much as 80% of 
service of Ardmore-Graham Telephone ‘ _ ee , 
fio Avdesare ; the total installed cost. Thus, when so-called “low-cost” 
May 3: Hearing on application of drop wire fadls, its true cost becomes apparent — to the 
Wilburton residents for different type ligmns fe ol iol id “ire eC ists 
service from Southwestern ]] dismay of shortsignted drop wire economists. 


Te ephone Co. 


Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission Ordinary drop wire fails due to 


Mar. 22 to 24: Hearings on com- deterioration of insulation, or a 
} nts of Ge yrpee W S thre ck t al: ; i 
Cte sala ic OO val “rhage Mia hg lack of adhesion to the conductor. 
Pennsylvania Public Utility Commis 


Cities of Erie, Johnstown, Frank- 
and Boroughs of Somerset, Berlin, 
Windber, and Meyersdale against 
Pennsylvania Telephone Corp., Erie, 
rding alleged unfairness of pro 
1 rate increase. 


In TELEPRENE drop wire a 
special neoprene-compounded 
jacket, plus Whitney Blake’s ex- 
clusive Teleplate process, pro- 


Wisconsin Public Service Commission vides the telephone operating 


\j yA ° as nes o ini? ‘ ) ee . . 
Mar, 21: Hearing n joint applica company with ¢trve drop wire 
of Farmers Union Telephone Co., ‘ . 
Plains, Black Earth (Wis.) economy — a drop wire that re- 


ne CO. Mt. Verno) ( Wis.) 
me Co., Waunakee (Wis.) Tele 
Co., and Mt Horeb (Wis.) 


sists weather so steadfastly and 


adheres so tenaciously that pre- 


I hone Co. for authority to discon- . oe . ¢ 

t unlimited inter-exchange service dictions as to its life-expectancy 
‘ w Glarus slae “arth, and . : ; . 
7 ‘larus, Black Earth, and Mt. are nigh impossible. Not a sin- 
ri , and to Increase rates betwee? ; 


} 
Cnanves. 


gle case of TELEPRENE fail- 


21: Hearing on < lication of 
ine CR SPPeOn Oi ure bas been reported to date. 


Mutual Telephone Co., Blanch 
e, for authority to increase rates. 


VV 


February Fire Loss Less 
Than That of February, 1949 


mated fire destruction In the 


The story of the research and ef- 
fort behind TELEPRENE is an 
engrossing one. But most inter- 
esting to telephone people is the 
story of TELEPRENE'’s perform- 


ance, its economy ... For full in- 


ne 
ee 


ad States during February was 
10,000, a decline of 6.5 per cent 
the total for February, 1949, it 
eported recently by the National 
of Fire Underwriters, New 
The February total represented 
ne of .8 per cent from the Jan- ) 


f ] 
ii€ iOSS. 


formation, write Whitney Blake 





today ° 


the year ending Feb. 28, 1950, 
are estimated at $664,349,000. 
s the lowest twelve-month total 
December, 1947, and represents THE DIFFERENCE IN LIFE IS YEARS 
ine of 4.7 per cent from the 
‘49,000 total for the year ending 
28, 1949. 


THE DIFFERENCE IN COST IS PENNIES 





tal losses for the first two months 
Vv are estimated at $117,163,000. 
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In the Nation's 
Capital 


(Continued from page 14) 





under the new rural telephone loan 
program. REA is now recruiting per- 
sonnel to round out its telephone loan 
program. The new assistant 
Richard A. Dell, a native of 
County, Georgia, who has moved up to 
his present post from his former posi- 


chief is 
Screven 





tion as head of the applications and 
loans for REA Region 6 (Great Plains 
States). Dell is not a telephone man, 


but might be called an REA “career 
man” if such a young government 
agency can be said to have “career 
men” this soon. Dell joined the REA 


staff in 1937 after graduation from 
Emory University at Atlanta, Ga. In 
1941, he was made head of applications 
and loans for REA Region 4 (Northern 


Middle Western States). 

Another REA assistant division chief 
appointed on the same day as Dell 
might be noted because of the fact 









Complete Outside 


Coast to Cousi 
Service Anytime 





ENGINEERING 
CONSTRUCTION 
MAINTENANCE 


For years, Neale has helped independent telephone companies 
from Coast to Coast plan, erect and maintain their outside plant 


at the lowest possible cost. 


And, thanks to Neale engineering know-how, expert workmanship 
and careful supervision, these plants have given year after year 


of efficient, economical service. 


The combination of know-how with practical experience that has 
won for Neale this enviable record is available to you, anytime, 
anywhere. Neale maintains highly skilled crews equipped with 
the latest tools at strategic locations throughout the country. 


We'll be glad to help you solve your problems—whether it's 
planning, constructing or repairing your outside plant. Let us 
give you time and cost estimates. 


Phone NEALE Today! 


ENGINEERING * CONSTRUCTION © MAINTENANCE 


TOPEKA, KANSAS 


PHONE 4-2621 





that he is a “cooperative career man.’ 
He is Thomas E. Craddock, Seymour 
Tex. Heretofore, Craddock has not 
been officially connected with federa 
government service. Most of his tims 
has been spent promoting rural electri 
fication cooperative enterprises. He wa 
city manager of Seymour from 192! 
to 1946, during which time he helped t 
launch that city into municipal powe 
1938, he 
manager of the BK Electric Coopera 
active in the 
National Rural 
Association. He 
president of the latter 
1947 and 1948. He 
trical engineering at the University 
His 
chief of the REA Management 


business. Since has been th 


tive organiza 
Elect? 


Was Nik 


and very 
tion of the 
Cooperative 
tional 
tion in 


associ 
studied elec 
assista! 


Texas. new job will be 


Division 


Lightning Over the FCC 
The recent 
dent 
all the federal regulatory commissio 
probably has less effect on the Fede 
(FCI 
federal boards. TI! 
President already 
points the chairman of the FCC. Ai 
that is what the 
do with all the 


recommendation of Pres 


Truman for the streamlining 


Communications Commission 
than on the othe) 


is because the 


President 
othe) 
such as the Federal 
(FPPC), 
Commission 


propose S 
federal commis 
sions Power Con 
Securities and E) 


(SEC), 


mission 


change and the 


Interstate Commerce Commissi 


(ICC). The chairmen are elected by 
the membership in the FPC and tl 
SEC. In the ICC, the chairmanshi 


has been rotating among the membe: 
from year to year. 

There is another reorganizati 
change which President Truman pri 


poses for the FCC as well as the othe 
federal 
is the 


regulatory commissions. That 


administrativ 
from 


centralization of 
(as distinguished 
duties in the chairman. 
things, the chairman of the FCC wou! 
have the authority to hire and fire pe! 
chiefs of 


regulator 


Among ot! 


sonnel, except major d 
Their still 
subject to approval by the other con 
mission members. Under the Reorg: 
zation Act, these proposals of President 
Truman effect the sam 
as if Congress passed a law 


sions. selection will 


into 
had 
unless 


will go 


the subject, opposition moves 
Congress to veto the President’s p/an 
within 60 days (of Mar. 10). So far, 
no opposition has appeared and none 
is expected. 

But as a possible clue to what could 
happen to the FCC 
future, if the President 
to reorganize it more drastically, «on 
sider his proposal to scuttle the U5. 
Maritime Commission. This, als 
one of President Truman’s reorga! 24 
tion plans which will probably go nt 
effect May 10. 


sometime in the 
ever dec: ied 


w 
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and 
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The Maritime Commission is the first 
und only regulatory board to feel the 
mpact of the earlier Hoover Commis- 
ion proposal for transferring certain 
commission functions to regular cab- 
inet department supervision. One of 
he 23 reorganized plans, submitted to 
Congress on the same day by President 
Truman, hands over the present Mari- 
time Commission to the Department of 
Commerce. Its duties will be handled 
through a Federal Maritime Board and 
a maritime administrator. Under the 
new setup, the commerce department 
will have jurisdiction over air, high- 
way, and water transportation in both 
operating and policy aspects. Only the 
Interstate Commerce Commission, with 
its authority over railroads and inter- 
state motor carriers, remains outside 
the commerce department’s  orbit- 
which is eventually planned to embrace 
all federal regulation of interstate 
transport. 

Another presidential recommendation 
for cabinet department reorganization 
will interest telephone companies. The 
President proposes to transfer the 
duties now performed by — special 
agencies within all cabinet depart- 
ments to the top secretaries. Thus, the 
special functions of the Rural Electri- 
fication Administration, now admin- 
istered by REA Chief Wickard, would 
be transferred to the Secretary of 
Agriculture. As far as REA borrowers 
are concerned this change will make 
little difference, although REA _ Ad- 
ministrator Wickard may get a new 
titte—Assistant Secretary of Agricul- 
ture—to go along with his old job. 
The idea, following the Hoover Com- 
mission report, is to make all depart- 
ment subdivisions directly responsible 
to the cabinet secretary who is, in turn, 
responsible to the President. 

One other reorganization plan will 
centralize all administration of wage- 
hour regulation under the Secretary 
of Labor. Heretofore, this authority 
has been exercised more or less inde- 
pendently by the wage-hour adminis- 
trator. 

Going back to the FCC, it seems 
apparent that the commission is mov- 
ing swiftly ahead with its own re- 
org-nization in an effort to head off 
fur'her congressional action on the 
Ser te-approved McFarland Bill (S. 
197). This is the bill which would 
div e up the commission along “fune- 
“or |” as distinguished from “profes- 
divisions (i. e., one division for 


Sio \? 


tele: hone and telegraph, another for | 
tad broadeasting, and another for 
mis: llaneous radio as compared with | 
the resent set-up of law, accounting, | 
and -ngineering). But the FCC law- | 
yers 


who continue to be a dominating 
fore do not like the McFarland Bill 
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HANG THE 


HUBBARD No. 7461 GUY CLAMPS 


The tremendous holding power of Hubbard No. 7461 Guy 
Clamps may be attributed to the straight, parallel grooves which 
grip the strand securely along the entire clamping length. 
Specially alloyed steel bolts have large heads and oval necks 
which trap in the clamp body and prevent turning while tighten- 
ing. Clamp Bolts will not strip nor elongate in normal use. 


For complete information, write or call the Hubbard and 
Company office nearest to you. 
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time 


a place for everything. Adaptable to a 


MODEL Bé: For mounting on any 14 ton truck 
dimension of approximately 


with CA 
38 inches. 


chassis 
15 separate compartments — light 


compact attractive, 





UTILITY BODIES...BUILT FOR YEARS OF SERVICE 


Steel bodies expressly designed to save 
- conserve manpower — provide 


EAGLE MANUFACTURING CO. 
Division of the Four Wheel Drive Auto Co. 
APPLETON 
<i\ WISCONSIN 








SPECIFY 
DIAMOND 


Hammer Drive Anchors 





FASTER INSTALLATION 
MORE ECONOMICAL 
COMPLETELY RUSTPROOF 
Send for Catalogue T-149 


DIAMOND PRODUCTS ARE 
AVAILABLE THRU YOUR JOBBER 


D!AMOND EXPANSION 
BOLT CO., INC. 
GARWOOD, NEW JERSEY 








wide range of uses for large and small 
utilities —- REA’s, contractors, telephone, 


water departments. Send for catalog. 


MODEL B7: For mounting on 
truck with CA 
inches to 60 inches, 
Sturdy compact —- 


any 34 to 1 ton 
ranging 48 
26 separate compartments 
practical, 


chassis dimension 


Write today for 
the complete cat- 
alog of FWD Line 
Construction and 
Maintenance 
Equipment — @ 
useful reference 
book. 







WEIGHS ONLY 8% 
LBS., YET LIFTS, PULLS 
OR LOWERS 11/2 TONS 
DISTANCE OF 7'/2FT., 
OR %TON DISTANCE 
OF 15 FT. 


LUG-ALLhasa built- 
in ‘snatch block’ and 
three swivel hooks 
» for work around 
& corners or in cramp- 
Sed quarters as close 
s 10% inches. No 
ake to slip. 133 
strand flexible air- 
ecraft cable. SAFETY 
’ DLE prevenrs 
ental overload. 


LINCOLN PRECISION MACHINING CO. 


NORTH GRAFTON. MASS. 

































emphasis on separating the staff fron 
judicial deliberations of the 
sion membership. 

Last week, the commission adopte: 
a staff suggestion to establish its ow) 
“Common Carrier Bureau” (TELEPH 
ONY, Mar. 18, p. 30).. This bureau ha 
four sub-divisions, one especially fo 


commis 


telephone companies. Previously th 
FCC had recommended, to Chairma 
Sadowski (D., Mich.) of the How 


Interstate Commerce Sub-committee 

Radio, that the McFarland Bill shou 
not be passed by the House in the fon 
approved by the The Ft 
Jones dissenting) oi 
jected to the bill’s restrictions agai) 
FCC lawyers and other staff memb« 
dealing with the commission 


Senate. 
(Commissioner 


memb« 
in closed sessions, rather than in 
court.” 


“one 
Beginning Apr. 3, Harold 

Cohen, FCC lawyer, will head the FC¢ 
“Common Seve 


Carrier Bureau.” 


candidates have been mentioned 


the 
One of them is 


} rs 
cenit 


FCC 


Division 
William C. Butts, 


post of Telephone 
career official. 


So far, administration influence . 


been successful in stalling the House 
committee hearings on the MecFarla 
Bill, due to the illness of Chairm: 
Sadowski. Sut the senatorial su) 
porters of the bill, annoyed ove 
FCC’s effort to sidetrack it, will 
press for House action. On Ma 
the FCC made the following announ: 
ment of key positions in connect 
with its “functional” reorganizat 
These new duties will become effect 
Apr. 3, 1950: 


Benedict P. 
counsel and 
Law, to be general 
of the new office of General Cour 

William J. Norfleet, present ¢! 
accountant and head of the Burea 
Accounting, to be chief accountant 
charge of the new Office of C 
Accountant. 

Curtis B. Plummer, present chiet! 
the Television Broadcast Divis 
Bureau of Engineering, to be e¢ 
engineer in charge of the new Offic 


Cottone i 


present gene 
head of e 


the But 


counsel 1n cha 


l 


Chief Engineer. 
John A. Willoughby, present acting 
chief engineer, tc be assistant ¢ 


engineer in the new Office of ¢ 
Engineer. 
J. Fred Johnson, Jr., at present hear- 


ing examiner, to be chief hearing ex- 


aminer in charge of the Hearing 
Division. 
William K. Holl, present acting - 


ecutive officer, to be executive ofl 
in charge of the Office of 
tion. 

Harold J. Cohen, present 
general counsel in charge of the ¢ - 


Administ 


assistant 





mon Carrier Division of the Burea 
Law, to be chief of the new Comr on 


Carrier Bureau. 
VV 


>> It has been said: “America was °'°t- 
off 


and fewer chiselers.”’ 


ter when we had more whit! rs 
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CHANCE 
PIKE POLES 


utth Reversible 
“SAFETY POINT” 





Safety point can 







be reversed and 
inserted into fer- 
rule, eliminating 


the hazard of 


sharp projec- 
tions. Point can 
be replaced when 


worn, 


Wire lift attachment can 
be inserted in the same 
ferrule. | 


2 4 | 


Chance Pike Poles are made 
from Douglas or Western 
Fir, carefully inspected to 
assure freedom from all de- 


fects and lacquer finished. 


| a zs 
| 

| 

| 

| 
| 

| 






y I 
7 Butt is reinforced with steel | 
: collar to give protection 
q against splintering. | 
a a 
= a 
Cha ce Safety Pike Poles are used for raising 
te ne and power poles and as ground 
br in pole setting operations. With the 
w ift Attachment they are recommended 
fi 1euvering telephone, and low voltage 
se iry conductors, into position. 
Fe and pike may be pur- 
ch separately, 


A‘B-CHANCE Co: 


CERTRALIA, MissouRI. 


“4 25, 1950 








Rural Expansion, 
REA... 


(Continued from page 23) 





agreed is what REA wants—not the 
property of the borrower. Another 
proof that REA wants loan security 
and not property is the fact that a 
certain equity will be required of all 
borrowers. The administrator is cus- 
todian of public funds and he intends 
to be a good steward. 

“The administrator feels that the 
risks involved in telephone loans are 
much greater than the risks on electric 
loans and that the public funds should 
be protected by a borrower’s equity. 
In the electric program, every sub- 
scriber has a substantial minimum in- 
vestment in house wiring and an over- 
whelming majority go far beyond the 
minimum and invest hundreds of dol- 
lars in appliances. That creates loan 
security and since there is no compar 
able investment which telephone sub- 
scribers may make, equity capital is 
the only substitute for security of the 
telephone loans. 

“The primary purpose of the act is 
to get a telephone on every American 
farm. We are not idealistic to the ex- 
tent that we believe 100 per cent area 
coverage can be quickly accomplished, 
but we do sincerely believe that it can 
be reasonably approached and we are 
going to insist that every loan appli 
cant make an honest effort to accom- 
plish area coverage as a condition of 
the loan. 

“Another question about which the 
prophets seem to know more than REA 
is the matter of size of a loan appli- 
cant’s system. REA has no regulation 
as to how big or how little a borrowe1 
can or must be. The whole matter is 
one of showing an efficient operating 
unit with ability to repay the loan as 
to principal and interest as agreed. A 
business is superior or inferior depend- 
ing upon whether it is providing a su- 
perior product or service and ending 
its business year with a good showing 
on its balance sheet. Size is not the 
yardstick.” 


Following Mr. Corman’s address a 
question and answer period was con- 
ducted, presided over by E. H. Danner, 
Sherman, president of the Texas Tele- 
phone Co., during which Mr. Corman 
answered questions from the floor. 

Following this open forum traffic and 
plant conferences were held. John E. 
Robbins, Jr., San Angelo, presided over 
the traffic meeting. Speakers were Miss 
Pearl Griffis, Sherman, who spoke on 
“Voice and Manner,” and Hiram Jones, 
Tyler, whose topic was ‘Operating 
Procedure.” 

C. W. Parke, Tyler, was chairman 
of the plant conference, which heard 
an interesting address on “Latest De- 
velopments in Plant Protection,” by 
M. F. Noster, San Antonio, toll engi- 
neer, Southwestern Bell Telephone Co. 


The convention re-elected all direc- 


SAVE TIME 


on ANCHOR 
INSTALLATIONS 





CHANCE | 
TOOLS I 
Make the Job Easy} 


TELESCOPING TRIP AUGER 
Bores like a bit, tele- 
scoping rod from 5 
to 8 feet, adjustable 
reamer for various 






hole sizes, easy 
dump trip. 
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NEVER-CREEP MAUL 


This handy tool of many 

uses has seasoned hick- 

ory inserts to prevent 

damage when driv- 
ing anchor rods. 


om ewe eee eee 
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NEVER-CREEP INSTALLING BAR 


Designed for use with 
Chance Never-Creep 
Anchors, it combines 
an installing bar, tamp 
and anchor retriever 





in one tool. 


\oroc moms 








ANCHOR EXPANDING AND 
TAMPING BAR 


For use with expand- 
ing anchors. Hook 
wraps around anchor 
rod to prevent slip- 
ing off anchor 
top plate. 
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A-B-CHANCE CO: 


CENTRALIA, MISSOURI. 
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D G 
DROP WIRE fur- 
nishes a FOOL- 
PROOF method of 
checking service life 
- « «+ Originated by 
ALPHADUCT in 1947. 










orange \W ‘ 

threadsal- =“ \ AY RED THREAD 

ways identi- Pe 4 

fies ALPHA- Vv - ai < INDICATES wire delivered in 1949. 
DUCT as the we 

MANUFACTURER. 2% This color code is changed each year. 


Ray Blain, TELEPHONY's technical editor, 
| wrote in his Plant Man's note book, TELEPH- 
| ONY May 21 issue: "The maintenance of 
accurate service records of individual drop 
wire installations in the average exchange You can eliminate forever costly record 
proves a most difficult task. keeping. This revolutionary method of 


| This difficulty has been largely overcome by paTin R WIRE i : 
the design of DATED DROP WIRE that is gegl bo Come an 


now being sold by at least one manufacturer. 
In our opinion, this arrangement represents 


lenge to all quality claims and is your 
assurance of the manufacturer's confidence 


real progress in the simplification of accu- and willingness to have you check his prod- 
rate plant records.” uct against all competition. 





You'll Be Surprised And Pleased! 
YES! 


Just a few minutes with a screw 
driver and a DAN-MAC CONVER- 
SION KIT and you can have modern 
handset service from old conven- 
tional wall telephones. 


Kit complete with fine handset, cord, switch 
hook saddle, transmitter cover plate and 
screws. Shipped immediately from stock. 





Prices, New $8.95 — “Like New" $7.25 





SINCE 1926 


TELEPHONE REPAIR & SUPPLY COMPANY 


DAN'L H. McNULTY, President and Manager 
1760 Lunt Avenue Chicago 26, Illinois 





VEDGUUEVADADUOUADADADOOUADEDONUEUEDADAEOEOED ADA OOUOU EDAD OOOEU EON ODUEUATADADUED EUAN AOUENEU EDAD UOO EDAD ADAEO GVEA AOU OD AL EDAEO EU EDA ADOEOED ADEA EEA EA EDAD EDODOEOEO ENE 
40 


tors with these exceptions: E. H. Daj- 
ner, Sherman, was elected to succe d 
Sam H. Shutt, Sherman, resigned; 


|| G. Gardner, Jr., Nocona, was elect: d 


to succeed W. P. Donaldson, San M:z 
cos, resigned, and Guy Smelser, Bogat ., 
was named to succeed J. E. Stua 
Texarkana, resigned. 


The directors re-elected all office 


as follows: President, D. T. Strickland, 
Brownwood; first vice president, Roy 
Autry, Dallas; second vice president, 


Don Hunsaker, San Angelo; treasun 
Jean Shotwell, Lufkin, and executive 
secretary, J. B. Haley, Austin. 


(We regret to report that because 
of unforeseen developments the photo- 
graphs taken at the Texas convention 
did not turn out well enough to pub- 


lish.) 





TELEPHONE CO-OPS 








It is reported that committees it 
each township of Stanly County, 
North Carolina, are now making a sur 
vey on how many rural residents want 
telephones. 

The survey followed a meeting called 
by the Stanly Pomona Grange 
Mar. 7. 

Harry B. Caldwell, state Grange mas 
ter, Greensboro, said that if there 
a demand for telephone service an 
existing companies cannot or will not 
provide the service asked, co-operatives 
may be formed to borrow funds fron 
the Rural Electrification Administ 
tion. 


7 e a 
A seven-man board of directors, 
elected by the Haskell County Rura 
Telephone Co-operative, Haskell, Tex., 


has been instructed to make applica 





Answers to Questions on 
Page 17 

(1) Report charges apply 
certain uncompleted toll calls 
international points listed in t! 
Toll Rate & Route Guide, and 
uncompleted toll calls betwes 
points in the State of Illino 
which the company has ma 
proper and reasonable effort 
complete but which could not 
completed because of circu 
stances beyond its control. 

(2) Under this condition, th« 
reports are not chargeable. 

(3) Yes. 

(4) Only one report chargé 
made on any one call. 

(5) Such a_ report is 
chargeable. 








— 


TELEPH NY 








Mon 
nam 
will 
to Ir 
gani 

T] 
twee 
Wor 


} 
pror 


tO- 
ion 


ub- 





NY 





ee | 


tion for a charter and a $400,000 loan 
from the REA to set up a rural tele- 
phone system for Haskell County. 


The board, composed of C. B. Bur- 
son, chairman, R. O. Henry, Arthur 
Montgomery, Ear] Atchison, Cliff Dun- 
nam, D. R. Brown, and John Clark, 
will also do other preliminary work 
to make the co-op a permanent or- 
ganization. 

The proposed co-op will serve be- 
tween 750 and 1,200 rural members. 
Work on the organization has been in 


progress for several months. 
eee 


A mass meeting was held recently in 
Polkville, N. C., to consider the forma- 
tion of a cooperative to provide tele- 
phone service in the section around 
Polkville, which would be financed 
through a loan from the Rural Electri 
fication Administration. It is under- 
stood that the Southern Bell Telephone 
& Telegraph Co. is planning extension 
f its facilities to serve the upper pot 
tion of Cleveland County, which in 
cludes Polkville, through an exchange 

Lawndale. The meeting was held 
to give people around Polkville an op- 
portunity to express their choice _ be- 
tween service by a co-operative or the 
Bell company. 


At a recent meeting in Churchland, 
N. €., stockholders of the Boone Tele- 
phone Co. unanimously voted to liqui- 
date the mutual company and made 
plans for a new mutual company which 
will be chartered under provisions of 
the state REA act. It was announced 
by S. A. Allred, secretary-treasurer of 
the present company. 

Tentative plans for the company in- 
cluded installation of an automatic 
switchboard with dial telephones and 

build present lines. 


Vv 


Noylor Named Acting Head 
Of Kirkland, Wash., Company 

J. T. Naylor, owner of the Sunland- 
Tujunga Telephone Co., Sunland, 
Cali’., has been elected acting presi- 


len’ of the Telephone Service Co., 
Kir land, Wash 

h Naylor succeeds the late Earl 
Ga as president, according to Lloyd 
F, 


ites, secretary and treasurer, who 
vil. continue as local manager of the 
Alr ‘and company. 


VV 
low 1 Company Sold 


l Imogene (Iowa) Mutual Tele- 
pho: » Co. has been sold to Jack Waugh 
and vill be operated under the name 
of iogene Telephone Co. 


MA! CH 25, 1950 
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FULL LENGTH TREATED NORTHERN WHITE CEDAR 


The preservative (a high 


chlorinated phenol solution ) 
is more toxic than any 


others in common use 


mre ater — 


PAGE ano HILL, INC. 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. « 50 CHURCH ST., NEW YORK, N.-Y. 


OISTRIBUTED BY AU 
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TOMATIC ELECTRIC SALES CORPORATION « «© «© © STROMBERG-CARLSON COMPANY 
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Code Call Systems in plants, stores and offices on 






a 


Improve your sub- 
scribers' service by installing Wheelock 


I basis. Don't miss this source of big potential income. 


Let us explain the facts. Write for Bulletin B-44 which de- 


scribes 


Sales 
Representatives 
in Principal Cities 


how code call is made by a numerical code, sounding 
signals; with full information about features 
and advantages. 


Also: 
SIGNALS 
RELAYS 

FIRE ALARM 


CODE CALL 
SIGNAL 


ENGINEERING & MFG. CO. 
154 WEST 14" ST, NEW YORK IL NY. 
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SERVICES AVAILABLE 


HOLE DIGGING & POLE SETTING 
LINE MOVING 
Reasonable Rates—Satisfaction Guar- 

anteed. 


John W. 


Of -Te FT ae) [3 | 
THE MAC GILLIS & GIBBS CO. 


1615 E. Royall Place, Milwaukee 2, Wis.. 
* * 
Northern White and Western Red Cedar 
Creosote and Penta Treatments 





We Make More 


Packer, Prior Lake, Minn. 
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CEDAR POLES 
FIR CROSS ARMS 








Quick 
Truck Shipments 
from our Ohio yard 


Also yards at 
Minneapolis 
and Haley, idaho 











R.G. HALEY &C0., Inc. 


SPITZER BLDG. 
TOLEDO 4, OHIO 


Tel.—4000 








CONTRACTORS and ENGINEERS 
Pole and Line Work 
Equipment Installation and 
Cable Splicing 
SUPER ELECTRIC CONSTRUCTION CO. 


4343 W. Harrison St., Chicago 24, Ill. 
Telephone—KEdzie 3-2112 


ATLANTIC 
Crecsoting Co., Inc., 17 Battery Pi., N. Y. C. 
Creosoted Pine Poles 
Crossarms . . Condult 
PLANTS AND OFFICES 

New Orieans, La. Jacksen, Tenn. Beste jase. 

Winafield, La. Leulsville, Miss. New Y N.Y. 

Nerfelk, Va. Savannah, Ga. Philadelphia, Ps. 
Annapelis, Md. Chieage, tl. 











Cable Splicing—Repairing—Cable Plant Con- 
struction—Aerial Spinning and Underground 
Trenching—Line Construction — Switchboard 
Repairing . . . ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
WILTON ELECTRIC & TELEPHONE 
CONSTRUCTION CO. 
ANDY MUELLER 


Wilton Jct., lowa Telephone 21 








CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
2904-06 Franklin Ave., Waco, Texas 
Office Phone 4-2358 or 4-2359 
Residence Phone 2-4079 
ELECTRIC, WATER, SEWAGE 
REPORTS, SURVEYS, TELEPHONE SYSTEMS 











INSPECTION SERVICE 


Of poles, crossarms, and preservative treat- 
ments, Analyses of wood preservatives. 
Inspectors stationed throughout U.S.A. 


A. W. WILLIAMS INSPECTION CO. 
MOBILE, ALA. 











FREESE & NICHOLS 


Consulting Engineers 
407 Danciger Building 
FORT WORTH 2, TEXAS 











B. J. Carney & Co., 100 N. 7th St., 
Minneapolis, Minn.—Western red cedar 
poles. Pentrex Butt Treated or Plain. 








Cascade Pole Co., P.O. Box 743, Ta- 
coma, Wash. — Creosoted Douglas Fir 
and Cedar Poles. 


CYRUS G. HILL 
ENGINEERS 
ALLEN K. HAMILTON 


PLANT — TRAFFIC — COMMERCIAL 
VALUATIONS AND ORIGINAL COST 


231 S. LA SALLE ST., CHICAGO 4 











Cc. M. Christiansen Co., Phelps, Wis.— 
Northern White Cedar Poles, plain or 
butt treated. 








Dierks Lumber & Coal Company, 
Creosoting Division, 700 Dierks Bidg., 
Kansas City, Mo. — Pressure creosoted 
yellow pine poles at our modern plant 
at Process City, Ark., near DeQueen. 


SLOAN, COOK & LOWE 


CONSULTING ENGINEERS 
120 SOUTH LA SALLE STREET 
CHICAGO 


Appraisals—Original Cost Studies 
Depreciation, Financial, and Other 
Investigations 














Forest Products Treating Co., 541 Pit- 
tock Block, Portland 5, Ore.—Douglas 
Fir and Lodgepole Pine Poles Pressure 
Treated at Laramie, Wyo., and The 
Dalles, Ore. 








Idahe Pole Co., Sandpoint, Itdaho.— 
Cedar, Lodgepole, Fir or Larch poles 
butt, open tank or pressure treated 
with pure creosote. Plants at Sandpoint, 
Idaho; Bozeman, Montana; Milwaukie, 
Oregon and Minneapolis, Minnesota. 
Telephone or telegraph inquiries collect 
for prompt service. 


G. LOUIS WELLER 
CONSULTING ENGINEER 
1203 Nineteenth Street, Northwest 
Washington 6, D. C. Sterling 1122 
Equipment, Plant, Traffic and Management 
Engineering 
Valuations 


Rates Investigations 














international Creosoting and Construc- 
tion Co., Galveston, Texas.—Creosoted 
Southern Yellow Pine Poles. Plants 
Beaumont and Texarkana, Texas. 





INCOME PROBLEMS 
WOOD & ASSOCIATES 


Management Engineers 
1346 CONNECTICUT AVE., NW 
WASHINGTON 46, D. C. 
TELEPHONE HU. 6267 














Montana Pole & Treating Plant, Butte, 
Montana — Fir Lodgenpole Pine Poles. 
Butt-treatea or Full-length treated with 
Creosote or Penta. 











T. M. Partridge Lumber Co., Minne- 
apolis, Minn.—Northern White—Western 
Red Cedar Poles, Plain or butt-treated. 








SPECIFY 
BLACKBURN 
A-1 Ground Clamps 
Fit 3%" to 114" Pipe: 
= ASK YOUR JOBBER >% 
BLACKBURN SPECIALTY C@® 
6525 EUCLID AVE. CLEVELAND 3, OP 


TELEPHONY 





